© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

CERTIFIED COPY

PUBLI C MEETI NG

COQUI LLE | NDI AN TRI BE FEE- TO- TRUST AND GAM NG

FACI LI TY PRQIECT

JANUARY 31, 2023

BALI NDA DUNLAP, CSR 10710, RPR, CRR, RMR

489303
®

(310) 207-8000 Los Angeles
(310) 207-8000 Century City
(916) 922-5777 Sacramento
(951) 686-0606 Riverside
(212) 808-8500 New York City
(312) 379-5566 Chicago

(415) 433-5777 San Francisco (949) 955-0400 Irvine

(408) 885-0550 San Jose (760) 322-2240 Palm Springs
(800) 222-1231 Martinez (702) 366-0500 Las Vegas
(818) 702-0202 Woodland Hills  (702) 366-0500 Henderson
(347) 821-4611 Brooklyn (518) 490-1910 Albany
00+1+800 222 1231 Paris 00+1+800 222 1231 Dubai

BARKLEY

Court Reporters
barkley.com

(858) 455-5444 San Diego

(800) 222-1231 Carlsbad

(800) 222-1231 Monterey

(516) 277-9494 Garden City
(914) 510-9110 White Plains
001+1+800 222 1231 Hong Kong




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

PUBLI C MEETI NG
COQUI LLE | NDI AN TRI BE FEE- TO- TRUST AND GAM NG
FACI LI TY PRQIECT

JANUARY 31, 2023

REPORTER: BALI NDA DUNLAP, CSR 10710, RPR, CRR, RMR

1

PUBLIC MEETING

BARKLEY

Court Reporters




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

REMOTE VI A ZOOM JANUARY 31, 2023
---000- - -

MR. MOGAVERO  Good eveni ng. The Bureau
of Indian Affairs wel cones you to the second public
hearing for the draft environnental i npact
statenent, also known as a DEIS, prepared for the
Coquille Indian Tribe fee-to-trust and d ass |1
gamng facility project located in the Gty of
Medf ord, Oregon.

My nane is Tobi ah Mbgavero; and | amthe
Nor t hwest Regi onal NEPA coordi nator for the
Envi ronnent al and Cul tural Resource Managenent
Departnent of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, also
known as DECRM based out of Portland, O egon.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs, or BIA for
short, is the primary federal agency charged with
carrying out the United States trust responsibility
to Anerican I ndian and Al askan Native peopl es and
al so mai ntai ning the federa
gover nnent -t o- government relationship with
federal |l y-recogni zed tri bes.

QG her participants at this evening's
hearing i ncl ude DECRM s environnental protection
speci al i st Al exander Sheroki and the regional

archeol ogist Eirik Thorsgard, as well as BIA' s EI S
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consul tants, Acorn Environnental .

Pl ease note that this hearing will al so be
presented wth cl osed-captioning for the
hearing-inpaired. To activate this feature, please
click your nouse on the cl osed-capti oning icon at
t he bottom of your screen.

The purpose of tonight's hearing is to
facilitate public review and comments on the draft
ElS for the proposed fee-to-trust acquisition of a
2.4-acre parcel in the Cty of Medford and the
subsequent proposed operation of a Cass Il gam ng
facility on the same parcel by the Coquille Indian
Tri be.

If the BI A approves the fee-to-trust
acquisition, it will hold the property in trust for
the tribe, allowng for the devel opnent of a gam ng
facility on the site.

As part of this acquisition, the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act, also known as NEPA,
requi res that the Bl A conduct an environnent al
conpl i ance revi ew before deci di ng whet her to accept
the land into trust.

The DEI'S has been prepared as an
intermediate step in this environnental review

process. The BIA published the initial notice of
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availability of the EI'S on Novenber 25th, 2022,
along with and announci ng a 45-day public conment
period. The initial public hearing was held on
Decenber 15th, 2022. This is the second and fi nal
publ i ¢ heari ng.

In response to several requests, the

comment period for the draft EI'S was extended by an

addi tional 45 days and wll cl ose on February 23rd,

2023. Additional information regarding the
ext ended revi ew period can be found on the project
website at www. coquill e-eis.com

The purpose of tonight's hearing is to

facilitate public review and comments for the draf

t

EIS. W wll consider all comments received during
t he public coment period and then will publish a
final EI'S, also known as a FEI'S, which will include

responses to substantive comments.

If you would |ike to provide spoken

comrent at the hearing tonight, please use the Zoom

"Rai se Hand" feature. To raise your hand, click

the "Rai se Hand" synbol, which is |ocated at the

bottom of your screen. |If you are trying to join
by phone, press star 9. This will place you in a
line to speak, and we will respond to questions in

the order that your hands were raised.
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Wen i

call your nane.
t hat you can gi
wil |
to ensure that

speak. Pl ease

you have spoken to | ower your

Pl ease not e,

best forum for

be given three mnutes to nake their

t is your turn to speak, we wl
W will unmute your

ve your public coment. Everyone
remar ks
everyone has the opportunity to
remenber to sel ect star
rai sed hand.

a public hearing is not the

| engt hy comments due to the tine

constraints. |If you have a |l engthy coment, we
encourage you to submt a witten letter.
All comments w il receive equal weight

whet her they are spoken or witten. This evening

we have a stenographer here that will record your
spoken comrents word for word so that they can be
considered fully as part of our adm nistrative
record.

Pl ease understand that the purpose of

tonight's hearing is not to have a

questi on- and- answer

kind. W will not
I n debat e.
docunent your connents.

W have asked our

Envi ronnent al ,

sessi on or

a debat e of

respond to questions or

El S consul t ant s,

to provide you with a brief
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presentation on the proposed action, its purpose
and need, and the alternative they anal yzed in the
ElIS and the EI S process.

Thank you. Have a good eveni ng.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you and good
eveni ng.

As noted, we w |l be going over the
pur pose for this public hearing and giving an
overvi ew of the process under the Nati onal
Envi ronnental Policy Act, commonly known as NEPA;
t he proposed action and alternatives; the
environnental inpacts identified in the draft EIS;
and the next steps in the NEPA process. Finally,
we W |l discuss how to make public comments on the
draft El S

The purpose of the hearing tonight is to
obtain public comments and feedback on the draft
environnental inpact statenent, also known as a
draft EIS, prepared for the Coquille Indian Tribe
fee-to-trust and ganmng facility project, which
Wil be referred to as the "proposed project”
during this presentation.

It should be noted that public feedback
and input is an integral part of the NEPA process,

which wll be explained in |ater detail in the
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present ati on.

However, first some background on the
proposed action and the proposed project.

NEPA requires federal agencies to take
into account the environnental inpacts of federal
actions and resulting projects prior to their
I mpl enent ati on. Environnental inpact statenents,
whi ch can be abbreviated to EIS, are required for
maj or federal actions that have a potential to
significantly inpact the quality of the
envi ronnent .

In this case, the Coquille Tribe has
submtted an application to the BI A requesting that
the Departnent of the Interior take approxinately
2.4 acres located in the City of Medford into
federal trust for gam ng purposes in accordance
wth the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. This is the
pr oposed action being considered by the BIA.

Once the property is in trust, the tribe
proposes to renodel the existing bowing alley on
t he proposed trust property into a gamng facility.
The tribe wll also develop parcels to the north
that they own in fee for surface parking.

The federal purpose and need for the

proposed action is to facilitate tri bal
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sel f-sufficiency, self-determ nation and econonic
devel opnent to satisfy both the BIA s | and
acquisition policy and the principal goals of the
I ndi an Gam ng Regul atory Act.

This slide illustrates the key parts in
t he NEPA process. Scoping is the first step in the
process and is considered the information-gathering
stage. The scoping process is initiated with the
rel ease of a notice of intent, or NO. During the
scopi ng stage, input that is related to the
project, alternatives and environnental analysis is
obtained fromthe public and agenci es.

After the scoping period ends, a draft EIS
is prepared based on the information obtained and
is then rel eased for public review and coment.
Comments obtained during this review period are
consi dered and responded to in the final EIS. This
final EISis released to the public during a 30-day
waiting period prior to the rel ease and deci sion on
t he project, which is summari zed in a record of
decision, or a ROD. The ROD marks the end of the
NEPA pr ocess.

The NO that began the scoping process was
publ i shed on January 15th, 2015. The scopi ng

period itself l|asted from January 15th to March
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19t h, 2015. During that period, a scoping conment
public hearing was held on February 23rd, 2015.
Afterwards, a scoping report that summari zed the
comments received during the scoping corment period
and the project alternatives was published in June
2015.

The draft EI'S was rel eased on Novenber
25t h, 2022, wth the extended comment period for
t hi s docunent cl osing on February 23rd, 2023. The
final EIS will be available for view ng during the
m ni mum wai ti ng period of 30 days. Then, at |east
30 days after publication of the final EI'S, the Bl A
may i ssue a record of deci sion.

Now we will see an overview of the draft
EISitself. As seen on this slide, the conponents
of the draft EIS are organi zed into ei ght chapters
w th an additional section for the executive
summary, which is not shown on this slide. An
overvi ew of the proposed project and the
alternatives to the proposed project wll be shown
on the follow ng slides.

This map shows the | ocation of the
proposed project that is known as the Medford site,
which the site is located in the |ower right-hand

corner of this nmap. The Medford site is |ocated
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within the incorporated boundaries of the City of
Medf ord, adjacent to the northeastern boundary of
Oregon State H ghway 99, al so known as Sout h
Paci fic H ghway and South Ri versi de Avenue.

In addition, the map shows the | ocations
of the two other alternative sites: the
approxi mately 49. 34-acre property known as the

Phoeni X site that is in the sane corner as the

Medford site; and the | ocation of the existing M1

Casi no, which is located in the upper |eft-hand
corner.

The Phoenix site is |ocated off North
Phoeni x Road northeast of the Gty of Phoenix in

Jackson County; and the existing MII Casino is

| ocated at 3201 Trenont Street in the Gty of North

Bend, Coos County.

This figure is a zooned-in map of the

Medf ord site and Phoeni x site, which can be seen in

cl oser detail now.

The Medford site is currently devel oped
wth a bowing alley and two parking | ots; and
near by devel opnent nmainly consists of commercial,
wth the exception of single-famly hones | ocated
to the north of the site. The Medford site is

zoned for regional and heavy conmerci al
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devel opnent .

The Phoenix site, on the other hand, is
zoned for exclusive farmuse under the Jackson
County conprehensive plan; and it is also wthin
t he Phoeni x-5 urban reserve area of the G eater
Bear Creek Vall ey RPS pl an.

This slide shows the alternatives exam ned
in the draft EIS. There are four alternatives in
total, which will be described in sequential order
starting with Alternative A

Alternative A the proposed project,

I ncl udes the before-nentioned transfer of 2.4 acres
of land into trust. It also includes retrofitting
and renodel i ng the existing Roxy Ann Lanes bow i ng
alley into an approxi mately 30, 300-squar e-f oot
gamng facility, which is approximately 7,000
square feet larger than the existing bowing alley.
A bar/deli and support services would be included
in the gamng facility.

Pot abl e water woul d continue to be
provi ded by the Medf ord Water Conm ssion; and the
tri be would continue to pay water service fees,

i ncl udi ng payi ng for upgrades if necessary.

Simlarly, wastewater treatnent and

di sposal woul d be provided by the current
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wast ewat er col | ecti on system serving the Mdford
site, Rogue Valley Sewer Services.

The Gty of Medford would continue to
provi de | aw enforcenent and fire protection
services to the Medford site, with the tribe
intending to work with the Gty of Medford to enter
an agreenent for the provision of these services
and appropri ate conpensati on.

During construction, it is anticipated
t hat approxi mately 183 oneti ne enpl oynent
opportunities would be generated. And when the
project is operational, it is anticipated to
require 229 enpl oyees.

This figure shows the site plan for the
proposed project. The approximately 7-acre Medford
site is shown wwth a red border, and the 2.4-acre
portion of the Medford site that is proposed to be
taken into trust is shown with a yell ow dashed
border. The existing bowing alley proposed to be
renovated into a gamng facility is |ocated on the
2.4-acre proposed trust parcel.

Additionally, at |east 520 surface parking
spaces woul d be established on the 2.4-acre trust
property with additional parking utilized on the

remai ning 4.8 acres of the Medford site that wll
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not be taken into federal trust.

This figure shows an architectural
rendering of the renovated bowing alley that wll
be used for a gamng facility under the proposed
pr oj ect .

Alternative B, the Phoenix site, is
simlar to Alternative A including the size of the
gamng facility. However, nore | and would be
transferred into trust, and the gamng facility
woul d be constructed as a new facility within an
approximately 7.8-acre area within the 49. 34-acre
Phoeni x site.

Pot abl e wat er woul d be provided fromthe
Gty of Phoeni x through an extension of the City's
facilities that would include a new booster punp.
Wast ewat er services would be provided by the sane
provider as Alternative A but it will require an
extension of a 12-inch sewer main north of Fern
Val l ey-Interstate 5 i nterchange al ong North Phoeni x
Road. The City of Phoeni x would provide | aw
enforcenent and fire protecti on servi ces under
Al ternative B.

Alternative B is projected to create a
total of 206 onetine construction-rel ated jobs,

which is higher than Alternative A due to the

13

BARKLEY
PUBLIC MEETING Court R;portels




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

construction of a new facility. The new enpl oynent
opportunities during operation would be very
simlar to Alternative A due to the facility being
t he sane si ze.

This figure shows a site plan for
Alternative B. As shown here, the gamng facility
and par ki ng devel opment would occur in the eastern
porti on of the Phoenix site. The proposed
extensions to the existing water and wast ewat er
facilities are shown as dashed bl ue and purple
i nes respectively.

The | ast alternative wth devel opnent,
Alternative C, expansion of the MII| Casino,
consi sts of expanding the tribe's existing MII
Casi no by approximately 5,000 square feet on the
10. 95-acre MII Casino site. Unlike the other two
alternatives discussed, a fee-to-trust acquisition
woul d not be necessary for Alternative C because
the MIl Casino is on land that is already in
federal trust for the tribe and is authorized for
gam ng under the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act as
restored | ands.

Wat er and wast ewat er services would
continue to be provided by Coos Bay-North Bend
Water Board and City of North Bend respectively.
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Law enforcenent and fire protection services would
continue to be provided by the Cty of North Bend.

New oper ati onal enpl oynent opportunities
woul d be approximately 84 in total, which is |ess
than the other alternatives.

This figure shows the site plan for
Alternative C. The shaded corner towards the
center to the right is where the proposed expansi on
woul d occur.

Wth the last alternative, Alternative D,
no action/no devel opnent, no land will be taken
into trust for the benefit of the tribe and no
change in the current | and use of the alternative
site |l ocations would occur. Consequently, none of
t he adverse or beneficial effects identified under
the other project alternatives would be anticipated
to occur.

Wth an overvi ew of the project
alternatives done, we shall reviewthe
environnental topics analyzed within the draft EI S
for each alternative. The draft EIS provides a
description of both the affected environnment and
t he envi ronnental consequences associated with the
I ssue areas shown on the slide that nay occur as a

result of the alternati ves.
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The draft EIS identifies a nunber of best
managenent practices and mtigation nmeasures to
avoid or reduce the potential adverse environnental
effects resulting fromthe alternatives.

For the sake of brevity, this presentation
only sumari zes mtigation neasures identified for
Alternative AL For a full description of the
mtigation neasures, please refer to Section 5 of
the draft EIS.

To prevent inpacts associated with soil
erosion and water quality, the tribe would conply
wth the National Pollutant Di scharge Elimnation
System General Construction Permt requirenents.
Thi s includes the preparation of a stornwater
pol l uti on prevention plan, which would require that
best managenent practices are inplenmented during
construction, such as the use of hay wattl es and
covering stockpiles, to prevent siltation and
contam nati on of runoff.

To further prevent potential effects to
wat er resources, the tribe wll use | owi npact
devel opnent nmeasures for operational stornmater
conveyance, detention and treatnent, including the
installation of either vegetated bioretention

swal es or a distributed pervious strip system
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t hroughout the site, and will mnimze water usage.

Alr quality effects would be reduced
t hrough the inplenmentation of
fugitive-dust-preventi on nmeasures during
construction and other neasures to reduce air
pol | utant and greenhouse gas em ssions, such as
limting equi pnent and vehicle idling tine,
encour agi ng enpl oyee and patron rideshare prograns
and using energy-efficient lighting, air and
heati ng systens.

Bi ol ogi cal resource inpacts would be
simlarly reduced with the National Poll utant
Di scharge Elim nati on System General Construction
Permt.

Additionally, while the project site is
heavi |y di sturbed, ornanmental trees and shrubs in
the area do provide suitable nesting sites for
m gratory birds. Therefore, the draft EI S requires
t hat preconstructi on surveys be conducted for
nesting mgratory birds and, if found, avoided.

Wiile there are no known cul tural
resources within the project site, the draft EI' S
recomrends nonitoring by a qualified archeol ogi st
during earth-noving activities. 1In the event of an

I nadvertent di scovery, work would stop and the
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appropri ate agency and tri be woul d be noti fi ed.

Rel ated to soci oeconom cs, whil e nost
econom c and fiscal inpacts were determ ned to be
positive, the tribe will inplenent policies to help
pr obl em ganbl ers in accordance with State conpact
requi renents.

Several traffic mtigation neasures are
proposed to reduce traffic-rel ated i npacts when the
project is operational and in the cunul ati ve year
of 2042. As can be seen on the slide, the
I nprovenents would primarily occur al ong H ghway 99
and woul d i nclude paying a fair-share contri bution
for certain roadway segnents, such as the segnent
bet ween South Pacific H ghway and Garfield Street.

To prevent conflicts with surrounding | and
uses, the proposed project wll install |ight
fixtures so that they would not shed |ight off of
the Medford site and signage will be designed to be
conpati ble with the buil di ngs.

In addition, the tribe will inplenment best
managenent practices and mtigation nmeasures to
reduce noise and traffic i npacts that nmay affect
surroundi ng | and uses.

Measures to reduce potential inpacts to

public services primarily consist of reducing
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i npacts to | aw enforcenent and fire protection
services. Mtigation neasures include installing
sufficient lighting and nmaki ng annual paynents to
the Gty of Medford Police and Fire Departnents.

In addition, a mtigation nmeasure would
ensure that waste generated fromthe proposed
project would be recycled to the extent feasible in
addition to utilizing environnental |l y-preferable
mat eri al s.

Noi se generated during construction and
operation could disturb nearby sensitive receptors;
and, therefore, mtigation neasures are proposed in
bot h phases of the proposed project.
Constructi on-noi se-reducti on nmeasures include
limting construction hours and encl osing all
di esel generator sites wth encl osures.

Operational noi se would be reduced t hrough
shi el ding heating, ventilation and air-condition
systens and nounting them on roofs.

Measures to reduce the potential for
I npacts associated wth hazardous material s
I ncludi ng foll ow ng best nanagenent practices for
filling and servicing construction equi prent and
vehi cl es, using hazardous materials in accordance

w th applicable regul atory agency protocols and
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i npl ementing a series of procedures if contan nated
soil is discovered.

These procedures include stopping work,
followng U S. EPA gui dance on sanpling and
remedi ati on and constructi on personnel wearing
personal protective equi pment and foll ow ng proper
decont am nati on procedures.

Finally, best managenent practices to
address potential effects associated with
aesthetics and the introduction of additional
i ghting include placenent of |ights on buil dings
so as not to cast light or glare offsite; use of
shielding for all outdoor lighting so as to ensure
it is downcast; use of tiners to limt lighting to
necessary times and installation of nonreflective,
| ow-gl are glass on all exterior glass.

A hardcopy version of the draft EIS can be
reviewed at the Medford branch |library of Jackson
County Library Services, |ocated at 205 South
Central Avenue, Medford, Oregon 97501. A digital
copy can be reviewed and downl oaded fromthe
project website at wwv. coquill e-eis.com

All comrents on the draft EIS are due to
the Bl A by February 23rd, 2023. After the public

review and comment period on the draft EISis
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closed, the BIAwill prepare a final EIS that w ||

i ncl ude responses to the comments recei ved and

revisions to the draft EIS. The final EIS wll be

made available to the public for reviewin a

simlar nmanner as the draft ElIS.

At | east 30 days after publication of the

final EIS, the BIA nmay issue a ROD. This ROD w ||
both mark the end of the NEPA process and specify
t he deci sion on whether or not to approve the
pr oposed acti on.

Witten comments on the draft EI'S can be
mai | ed or hand-delivered to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs Nort hwest Regional Ofice, whose address i

shown on this slide, or you can enail coments to

S

coqui | | ecasi noei s@i a.gov. Wen submtting witten

comments, please include "DEIS Comments, Coquille
Tri be Medford Gamng Facility Project” in the ensi
subject line or at the top of a witten coment
letter.

For further information on anything
nentioned in the presentation today and nore, you
can contact M. Tobi ah Mbgavero with the Bl A
Nort hwest Regional Ofice via phone or enmail.

This slide concludes the presentation.

At this tine, we invite participants

21

PUBLIC MEETING

BARKLEY

Court Reporters




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

W shing to provide conment to raise their hand by
sel ecting the "Rai se Hand" icon on the | ower

ri ght-hand of your screen if you are joining by
conputer, or by pressing star 9 if you're joining
by phone.

When it is your turn to speak, | wll cal

on you by your screen nane or the last four digits

of your phone nunber. At that time, please unnute

yourself by clicking the m crophone icon at the
bottom of the screen or by pressing star 6 if you
are joining by phone.

Once you are unnuted, state your name for

the record and then state your comment or question

for up to three m nutes.

Wien your tinme is finished, | will | ower
your hand and nute you agai n.

If you have trouble wth your audio or
m cr ophone, please call (949) 861-5954 for
t echni cal assi st ance.

Sone rem nders when nmaki ng your conments:
Pl ease speak as clearly as possible when naking
your comment or question so the stenographer can
record your comrent as accurately as possible.
Summari ze your main points and be as specific as

you can. And if joining by phone and conputer,
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pl ease nute your conputer speakers to avoid audio

f eedback.

The first speaker will be Chairman Brenda

Meade of the Coquille Indian Tribe, and then we
wll call speakers in the order they raise their
hands.

Chai rman Meade, pl ease provide your

coment s.

M5. MEADE: Thank you and (speaking tri bal

| anguage). G eetings again, ny friends. Thank you

for attending this second hearing for our

application to take 2.42 acres of land into trust.
| count on our trustees at the U S

Departnent of Interior to provide us with a fair

and unbi ased process to receive comment on the

draft environnmental inpact statenment that has taken

so nmuch tinme and effort to prepare. This has been

a journey of over ten years, especially for a
project of this scope and size, converting an
existing building with gam ng already offered as
part of its anenities.

During this tinme, we have nmi ntai ned our
comm tnent to openness and transparency. W said
we woul d invest in our Medford community, and we

have done just that.
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Qur land-into-trust application nust be
granted for three sinple and straightforward
reasons.

One, this project wll benefit not only
the tribe, but also the Medford econony, bringing
much- needed j obs and econom c opportunity to this
regi on.

Two, placing this land into trust i s one
step closer to righting the historic wongs of the
past. Congress in our restoration act bl essed the
designation of land for Coquille in this region as
a way to mtigate the disastrous inpacts of
Congress's terrible decision to terminate ny tri be.
That caused nore Coquille people to | ocate here.

And three, despite the nunerous
f al sehoods, outright |lies and dedicated efforts by
our opponents to exert undue political influence
over this process, the record before the Departnent
of Interior stands on its own. It neets all the
| egal requirenents for putting land into trust.

I have enjoyed watching the grow ng | ocal
excitenment for this project despite the efforts by
a few wel |l -funded and self-interested opponents to
keep econom c devel opnent out of our conmmunity.

Every day nore people see through the noi se and
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m si nf or mat i on.

I want to thank both the Medford Cty
Counci | nmenbers for supporting the tribe's
I nvestnent i n econom c devel opnent and our
continued efforts to bring nore opportunity to the
Rogue Valley and to the Medford comunity for
wel com ng our partnership.

If you are |l earning about this project for
the first time, be prepared to sift through what
you hear fromwhat is true and what is untrue.
Think critically about phrases like "this wll
devastate us," and consider if that has ever
happened in ot her conpetitive environnments. Denmand
evi dence to support those clains.

| would like to correct the record for
several m sstatenents that have continued to
circul ate about our project.

First, our opponents said the Coquille
Tribe was ineligible to have | and placed into
trust, even though our restoration act and our
track record clearly says otherw se.

Then they said two acres are ineligible
for gam ng under the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act.
But the federal governnent's own seasoned attorneys

charged with regularly maki ng such determ nati ons
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concl uded that we are eligible. They are eligible.

Then they said that there is a one-casi no
rule in Oregon, despite the fact that two of our
sister tribes in Oregon already operate a second
gaming facility. And notably, the Oregon Joint
Comm ttee on Ganbling Regul ati ons just confirned
that no such rule ever existed. Sadly, sone of our
State and federal representatives will continue to
carry this nessage despite the confirmation from
t hat Joint Commttee.

Then we becane our opponents' scapegoat
when in 2015 they laid off nearly a hundred people
during a recession and blanmed it on the possibility
that this facility m ght soneday eventual ly be
devel oped.

Then they engaged in revisionist history
tactics, publishing a new nap on their ancestral
territory to now i ncl ude Medf ord, when previous
maps on their web page described a starkly snall er
abori gi nal area.

Qur opponents al so do not shy away from
distorting the facts. They produced a
com cal | y-di scredited study that our 2.4-acre
gam ng center would cost the State |lottery over $22

mllion annually and cost the Cow Creek, |ocated 75
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mles away, 50 percent of their revenue, both of
whi ch are proven to be untrue in the federa
governnent's draft EIS.

Then they said that our fee-to-trust
application was not filed under the authority of
our restoration act, which is clearly another false
attenpt to create confusion and del ay.

Then they inaccurately clained that we
were requesting the Margaritaville Conpass Hotel to
be part of our fee-to-trust application. Let ne be
clear. It is not part of our application, and we
have not requested this property to go into trust.
Just like them we have the right to devel op
properties the tribe owns in fee sinple status and
go through the nmunici pal and ot her agency
permtting process. And we were proud to work with
the Gty of Medford to get that done.

This is only a sanpling of the
m sinformati on that has been distributed in the
|l ast ten years. Sadly, it is a fear of conpetition
that is driving our opponent to try and grab weal th
and j obs from Jackson County.

| take exception to the unsustained --
unsubstantiated clainms that this snall 2.4-acre

project will devastate any business anywhere. It
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will, in fact, enhance the |ocal econony, provide
nore governnent revenue and jobs, enable nore

phi | ant hropy, and yes, it wll benefit ny tri bal
nmenbers. You should know that at Coquille we use
our revenues to provide services, |ike health care,
education and el der care, to help our tribal
nmenbers becone self-sufficient and conpetitive.

Conpetition is good. Wen a conpetitor
tri be devel oped a second gamng facility a nere
three mles away in Coos Bay, we wel coned themwth
open arns.

In contrast, our opponents have fought
econom ¢ devel opnent not only in Medford, but in
Grants Pass and even 162 nmles away in Sal em
That's nore than twice as far away as our 2.42-acre
property. |It's easy to draw your own concl usion.

We are not scared of the conpetition. W
do not think it wll devastate anyone. Conpetition
provi des far nore and better options for custoners,
better wages and benefits and opportunities for
enpl oyees and nore contracti ng opportunities for
| ocal businesses. W have personally seen tine and
again that conpetition grows the market so that all
parti es benefit.

It is also inportant that if our opponent
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wi shes to chall enge the econom c benefits of our
project, they should al so share with the Depart nent
of Interior their own econom c data. The Bureau of
I ndian Affairs has indicated that it would wel cone
that data, but it appears that our opponent has not
provided it.

| strongly suspect that our opponent is
much, nuch better off than nost Oregon tribes as
well as tribes in Northern California.

Let's let the facts speak for thensel ves.
They have enough revenue to nake direct cash
paynents to all of their tribal nenbers, both from
gam ng and non-gam ng revenue. They can purchase
busi nesses |i ke Klamath Basi n Equi pnent, a going
concern that sells agricul tural equipnent to
farmers along the Klamath Ri ver and beyond.

They own busi nesses and properties well
outside their clained ancestral territory in places
li ke Klamath Falls, Sisters, Coburg, Rednond,
Lakeview, Christmas Valley. The federal governnent
recently gave them over 17,000 forested acres.
Public record indicates that their collective
properties in Oregon have a narket val ue of roughly
$200 mllion. And they have been able to pay their

D.C. | obbyists over 5.5 mllion since this project
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start ed.

By their own words, their casino is one of
the highest-rated casinos in the country. They say
that they own the | argest bronze cast eagl e statue
in the entire world. And in recent, pre-COVID
years, they reported a 20 percent increase in
visitor nunbers to their casino as they aimto
becone the nunber-one tourist attraction in the
entire state.

Let me be clear. Good for them |
appl aud them for doing what they think is right for
their nmenbers, but it should not conme at a cost to
Medf ord, to Jackson County or to other tribes or
busi nesses sinply trying to provide for their
peopl e.

Way an econom cal | y- prosperous tri be would
be so threatened by us to generate a huge
opposi ti on canpai gn of fear tactics and
m sinformation is sinply baffling.

The tinme has cone to stop the madness. W
have waited over a decade to put this land into
trust under our restoration act to fulfill the
vi sion of Congress to restore and rebuild our tribe
after the devastating inpacts of term nation.

Like | said when | started ny opening
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comrents, there are only three things at issue in
our application: econonm c opportunity, justice and
fairness. | ask that our project be eval uated on
the facts and law in regard to this application.

Thank you for your tine.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Kevin Stine. Please
unmut e yoursel f.

MR. STINE: Good evening. Thank you for
allowing the ability for ne to provide testi nony.

My nane is Kevin Stine. 1'mthe
| ongest -serving nmenber of the Medford Cty Council
but | speak only for nyself. For many years the
Cty of Medford has taken a neutral position on
this land being put into trust. | believe that is
appropriate for the City to do. | ampersonally
taking a positive position on this |and bei ng put
into trust.

A smal |l backstory about nyself is that |
spent ny junior high and high school years in
Sout heastern Ckl ahoma. |t bei ng Ckl ahoma, there
are many tribes across the state; but the area that
| lived in, the Choctaw and Cherokee tribes were
t he nost prevalent. | saw the great work they did

not just for their tribal nenbers, but for the
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community as a whole. They provide economc
opportunity for the region, and | have had and
still have many friends that work in the Choctaw
and Cher okee busi nesses. The criticismof tribal

ganmng facilities does not match ny experience.

When it cones to Medford, what |'m seeing

the Coquille Tribe do is provide that economnc
opportunity here in Medford. The area that the
Coquille Tribe is devel opi ng has | ong been a

bl i ghted area of Medford. That area is getting

better, and the main reason for that is because the

Coquille Tribe is wwlling to put investnents into
it. People are excited about the recently-built
Margaritaville hotel and future plans for
entertai nnent in the area.

Importantly for the City of Medford, the
tribe is wlling to enter a fee-for-services

agreenent with the Gty. This is inportant not

only for us, but to the Coquille Tribe. W should

be and will be working together through this
process.
As stated previously, these words are ny

own, but | am personally happy for the benefits

that the Coquille Tribe has done for our comrunity

now and i n the future.
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Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is JD d ari zio.

MR CLARIZIGO Thank you for allow ng me
to speak. M nane is JD Carizio. | ama resident
of Medford, Oregon; and | amin conpl ete favor of
the new gamng facility |ocated at Roxy Ann Lanes.

The argunents that are being put forth
agai nst the proposed ganming facility are absol ute
nonsense. The Cow Creek Tribe are presenting snoke
screens that are being repeatedly stated over and
over by their own enpl oyees of Seven Feat hers.

One argunent the Cow Creek Tribe state is
that this project wll be disturbing the soil that
m ght have arsenic in it at this proposed property.

Then let's consider this: Wthin a
quarter mle of this site in the past ten years
t here have been four hotels constructed and a
500-unit apartnent conpl ex called Charl es Point
ri ght behind the facility along with nunerous other
busi nesses. And nore recently, there has been two
gas stations built with stores, a Five GQuys
restaurant, KFC, Cracker Barrel and a | arge conpl ex
of the Rogue Valley Credit Union.

On the other side of the H ghway 99 is a
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new Panera Bread going in. A Janba Juice and a
strip mall are being constructed next to Harry &
Davi d, along wth new y-constructed condoni ni uns
next to Stewart Meadows, all within one-quarter
mle of this site.

And if you drive up and down the H ghway
99, there is massive construction up -- for up to
over five mles, down to the Cty of Talent, with
new homes, nodul ar hones, businesses, even a new
Har | ey- Davi dson store, all in the sane orchard soi
they claimis arsenic infested; and yet all of
t hese busi nesses and honesites are being built,
permtted, by each of these cities. All these
projects are disturbing the soil and being
permtted by these cities, but they are doing it
safely accordingly.

And yet the Coquille Tribe project is a
renodel job on an existing site, nmaking very little
di sturbance to the soil at all. So enough of this
snmoke-screen argunent. Let's |ook at the facts and
the construction that's actually going on up and
down t his highway.

The Cow Creek Tribe also has stated
there'd be runoff fromthis site into Bear Creek,

which is absolutely absurd. There is no drai nage
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ditches flowng fromthe proposed site. |f any

wat er ever tried to reach Bear Creek, it would have
to cross over 12 acres of grass to even reach the
cr eek.

I have a degree in turfgrass and | andscape
managenent from Oregon State; and | can
enphatically say that the little bit of parking | ot
runoff fromthis site would never nake it nore than
50 feet past the property, yet alone across 12
acres. |It's just another snoke-screen argunent
t hey are proposing to confuse people and nake them
fearful of the project.

Isn'"t it alittle bit interesting and a
bi t obvi ous these manufactured argunments are al
com ng from one specific business over 70 m | es
away and not fromthe | ocal comunity of Medford?

THE MODERATOR M. darizio, can you
pl ease concl ude - -

MR CLARIZIO They neke it sound Ilike
there is a lot of negative inpact to the Seven
Feat hers business that is over an hour away from
Medford, claimng that the Coquille Tribe is
I ntrudi ng upon their economc welfare, so they
create these ridicul ous argunents. However --

THE MODERATOR M. darizio, can you
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pl ease concl ude your comments? Your three m nutes
are up.

MR CLARI ZIO  Ckay.

However, they are all owed to put
bil | boards for over 300 mles up and down [|-5
advertising all about their business. Their basic
interest is maintaining a nonopolized dom nance
over their business up and down |I-5 at the -- by
obstructing the project that they are trying to
produce here in Medford for the Coquille Tribe that
woul d benefit the econom c devel opnent in the
Medf ord ar ea.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next commenter is Judy Farm Pl ease
unmut e yoursel f.

M5. FARM Thank you.

My nane is Judy Farm and | amthe CEO of
the Coquille Tribe's Econom c Devel opnent
Corporation. | have worked in Jackson County for
the tribe in various positions over the |last 25
years.

My testinony tonight addresses concerns
about the inpacts of our proposed 2.4-acre Cass ||

gam ng center on other Class Il casino resorts
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that are | ocated ml| es away.

The Coquille Tribe is uniquely positioned
to be able to provide real-tine data on the i npact
of a dass Il gamng facility. In 2015 the Coos
Conf ederated Tri bes opened a Cass Il facility in
Coos Bay that is conparable to what we have
proposed for Medford. The Coos Class Il facility
Is located a nere four mles away fromthe M|
Casi no Hotel & RV Park.

We enbraced the conpetition and commtted
to increasing our custoner experience and rai sing
the bar. W even took out a full-page ad in the
| ocal newspaper to welcone themin the new busi ness
vent ur e.

This Class Il facility located in our
shall ow, rural nmnarket nade a snmall inpact to our
revenues; but we, in fact, recovered fromthis
I npact within a short period of tine. Today both
tribes and the community benefit fromthe
conpetition and the additional jobs and community
I nvestnent that it brings.

These benefits of tribal gam ng
conpetition mrror what we have seen el sewhere in
the state. Take, for instance, the addition of the

ComMitz's Cass |IlIl casino and resort, the il an
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Casi no, which opened in 2017.

The Confederated Tri bes of G and Ronde
opposed that project. At the time, Gand Ronde's
| obbyi st Justin Martin stated in WIllanette Wek,
"This will be a big financial hit to the tribe..."
The Grand Ronde Tribe forecasted that CowW itz
casi no would cause a |l oss of just over $100 mllion
by using a narket projection based on distance from
mar ket and estimated drive tine.

Simlarly, the Oregon Lottery raised
concerns and had dire forecasts claimng that the
Cow itz project would cut State lottery revenues by
40 percent.

However, a year after the Cowitz casino
opened, the Oregon State O fice of Econom c
Analysis in a report to the Oregon Lottery board
stated, "Video lottery sales in zip codes along the
Or egon- Washi ngton border in the Portland region
have fall en about 15 percent instead of the 40
percent expected."” They further went on to say
that "Qur office was not alone in overestinating
the initial inpact of the new casino. The
Conf ederated Tri bes of the G and Ronde, owners of
Spirit Muntain Casi no, which previously were the

cl osest casino to the Portland netro region,
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announced back in the fall that sales had fallen
about 17 percent, relative to the previous year,
whereas the forecasted sales would fall by 40

percent."

Moreover, later in 2018 the Oregon Lottery

reported that projected | osses due to the il ani
Casino did not nmaterialize. Instead, the State
retroactively characterized its projected Lottery
| osses as "rat her aggressive," and added that the
il ani devel opnent resulted only in an inpact of 1
to 1.3 percent of annual video Lottery revenue.

W know t hat --

THE MODERATOR: Ms. Farm pl ease concl ude

your conments.

M5. FARM Sur e.

Custoners seeking a fun and | ocal gam ng
experience would not be exposed to the hazards of
travel i ng over nountain passes during inclenent
weat her on one of the nost dangerous interstate
stretches in rural O egon.

Jackson County residents will reduce
aut onobi | e carbon em ssi ons when they choose a

| ocal gam ng experience.

In closing, we have not been allowed this

regul atory process for over ten years due to
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anot her busi ness deploying barrier-to-entry
tactics.

The inpacts of this project to the Jackson
County community in terns of investnent, jobs and
community partnership greatly outweigh any smal
but recoverabl e econom c i npact to regional
conpetition. | request that these overwhel m ngly
positive inpacts be considered in the NEPA
eval uati on as evaluation of this project noves
f orwar d.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

A rem nder to speakers that are waiting
and raise their hands: W have a three-mnute tine
limt for providing comments in order to allow
everyone to provide -- or have the opportunity to
speak.

The next commrenter is Joe Benetti.

Pl ease unnmute yoursel f.

MR, BENETTI: Al right.

Good evening. | am Joe Benetti, the nmayor
of Coos Bay. The Gty of Coos Bay is adjacent to
North Bend, where the MII Casino Hotel & RV Park
I s | ocat ed.

THE REPORTER: M. Benetti, this is the

40

BARKLEY
PUBLIC MEETING Court R;portels




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

court reporter.

MR, BENETTI: Yes.

THE REPORTER: If you would m nd sl ow ng
down, | would very much appreciate it.

MR BENETTI : Par don?

THE REPORTER:. | said, "M . Benetti, this
Is the court reporter. |If you would m nd sl ow ng
down, | would very much appreciate it."

MR. BENETTI: Absolutely. Do you want ne
to start over?

THE REPORTER: Thank you. Thank you. |
woul d appreciate that.

MR, BENETTI : Ckay.

Good evening. | am Joe Benetti, the mayor
of Coos Bay. The Gty of Coos Bay is adjacent to
North Bend, where the MII Casino Hotel & RV Park
I s | ocat ed.

A casino in Medford would have a positive
I npact on the Medford and Jackson County area in
many ways.

The EI'S shows that the creation of jobs
during construction would be 78 jobs and an
addi ti onal 229 direct jobs, which will lead to an
additional 131 jobs, for a total of 360 jobs

start -- to start with, which will increase and
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hel p boost the | abor nmarket in Medford and Jackson
County. The Coquille Indian Tribe in the Coos
Bay- Nort h Bend area enpl oys over 800 today.

There are two tribally-owned casinos in
t he Coos Bay-North Bend area. Besides the MII
Casi no owned by the Coquille Indian Tribe | ocated
in North Bend, there is the Three Rivers Casino
which is situated in Coos Bay, owned by the
Conf ederated Tri bes of Coos, Lower Unpqua and
Siuslaw I ndian Tribes. Both casinos are
significant econonm c benefit to our community.

A casi no owned by the Coquille Indian

Tribe in Medford wll also help boost tourism As
we have seen in our comunity, the MII Casino
drives thousands of visitors to our area. In

addition to their own narketing efforts, they
voluntarily contribute transient-| odgi ng tax
revenues to our |l ocal destination market
organi zati on, hel ping pronote the entire region.
The Coquille Tribal Community Fund was
established to share the proceeds of the M|
Casino Hotel with organi zations that wll benefit
resi dents of Sout hwestern Oregon, which includes
t he Medf ord-Jackson County area. Creating the

Medf ord casi no would i ncrease the fund proceeds

42

BARKLEY

PUBLIC MEETING Court Reporters



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

di stributed to Sout hwestern Oregon residents. This
year the Coquille Tribal Comunity Fund shared
$800, 000.

The EI'S for the Medford project projects

$18.6 mllion in direct econom c i npact and an
additional $16.4 mllion in indirect and i nduced
economi c inpact, totalling nore than $34 mlli on.

What the EIS doesn't show is what a
positive influence a Coquille tribally-owned casino
woul d have on Medf ord-Jackson County.

The Coquille Tribe has played a
significant role in the growh of Coos County, and
we are grateful for their partnership and
contributions to our region.

| appreciate the opportunity to testify
before you this eveni ng about the benefits of the
Coquille tribally-owned casino in Medford.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Boonmer Wi ght.

MR WRIGHT: Well, good eveni ng, nenbers
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. | am State
Representati ve Boonmer Wight, and | represent
coastal District 9. | amhonored to have the

Coquille Tribe in ny district. Thank you for
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allowing ne to testify on behalf of the tribe and
their efforts regarding their Medford casino
project. M/ testinony is as foll ows:

The tri be has denonstrated conti nual
hi story of caring for people in the communities.
For many years through the expansion of health care
opportunities, the tribe has created access to care
for thousands of Native Anmericans and for
Oregoni ans i n Sout hwestern Oregon. The prinmary
care clinics in Coos Bay and Eugene create no-cost
care, positively inpacting the soci oeconom c status
of many of the neediest famli es.

Being the State Representative for
District 9, | have observed that comunity is a way
of life for the Coquille Tribe.

Most recently, the tribe has | ed the
devel opnent of comanagenent agreenments with the
Oregon Departnent of Fish & Wldlife with a
phi | osophy of no waste and comm tnent to serving
the fall Chinook salnon in the Coquille River. The
tribe has given their time and resources, | eading
to imMmedi ate i nprovenents in sal non returns.

The tribe has al so coordi nated access to
fundi ng resources that are noving a | ong-overdue

estuary rehabilitation project forward, directly
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i nprovi ng and positively inpacting the environnment.

As a nenber of the Oregon Legislature's
Joint Commttee on Ganbling, we determ ned that
there is no rule in Oegon that limts the nunber
of casinos that a tribe can operate. Mark Twain
once fanously said, "Alie can get hal fway around
the world before the truth can even get its pants
on." It seens to ne that that's what's happened
here. | was glad to see the Joint Legislative
Commttee clear up that nonsense.

Finally, the Coquille Indian Tribe's

positive environnmental and soci oeconom c i npacts

are significant, and | am excited about the future

opportunities that exist in Medford as we conti nue

to devel op our partnership with the Coquille Indian

Tri be.

Therefore, | am expressing ny support for

the Coquille Tribe's econoni c devel opnent in
Medf ord due to the positive environnental and
soci oeconom c benefits the project will provide.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Marcus Hol cunb.

Marcus, it appears that we're having an

I ssue with your Zoom |If you could please call the
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help line on the screen, they'll be able to assi st
you. And we will give you -- be given a chance to
speak.

The next speaker is Brian Cassidy.

MR CASSIDY: Hello. M nane is Brian
Cassidy. | amin favor for the EI'S application
approval. I'mjust a citizen, but I'ma worker.

And there's a |lot of jobs that need to be
created in this area. There's very little work to
provide for your famly. | have done all sorts of
j obs, hard-I| abor jobs.

The cannabis industry promsed to bring in
really good jobs. And to be honest, they're not
very good. They don't take taxes out. There's no
health care. There's no access to health care.
There's no paid tinme off. There's no sick tine.
The tribe offers all of these things as well as a
good wage. |It's going to create a |l ot of jobs.

And with that, the people will have noney
to spend. And the nore noney they can spend, the
nore that they are going to buy, which just -- it's
a-- it just trickles down to all the other
busi nesses in the area. And it's a win for
ever ybody.

And the only thing | can say about there
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bei ng increased traffic, I'"'mnot really concerned

about the traffic. Wiat |' m concerned about is the

anount of drunk drivers that are possibly driving
home from Seven Feathers down to here every night.
There's cab fares. There's Ubers. There's

friends. There's all sorts of ways in the City of

Medford to get honme if you can't drive. But if

you're at Seven Feathers, it really concerns ne how

many people are on the road that should not be.

So | amin favor for that, and | thank you

for your tine.
THE MODERATOR  Thank you.

The next speaker is Renie. Pl ease

unnute --

M5. DOSHI ER: Yes.

I would |like to register as being in
approval for this project. | lived in Southern

Oregon for a long tine; and the jobs | have had,
peopl e woul d say, "Gee, you could do that job
sonmewhere else, in California, and neke nore
noney." And | think this is a good project that
w Il bring good-paying jobs and a | ot of good
busi ness vendors to help out with the econony in
t he Sout hern Oregon area.

That end of town is just now starting to
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cone intoits own. It's been in a blight for
years. And it would be great to see nore
busi nesses built there, and this is a good start.

And | really amin support of all Native
Anericans getting the chance to hel p thensel ves
with these projects. And | hope everythi ng goes
wel | .

| thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Mark Johnston. Pl ease

unnut e yoursel f.

MR, JOHNSTON: Can you hear ne now?

THE MODERATOR  Yes.

MR, JOHNSTON: G eat. Thank you.

Good evening. M nane is Mark Johnston;
and I live in Coos County, Oregon. | amthe

executive director for the Coquille Indian tribal

governnent. | appreciate the opportunity to speak

and share ny thoughts this evening.

Tonight | focus ny comments on potenti al
envi ronnental inpacts, specifically soci oeconom c
I npacts that | have experienced over ny 28 years
working in Indian country and nmultiple tribal

governnent settings in the Northwest.

I have w tnessed and seen positive inpacts
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of fam |ly-wage jobs created by tribal entities.
Research tells us that | ow wages hurt famlies and
per petuate poverty. Tribes have shown their
positive inpact on communities by providing
fam | y-wage jobs with excellent benefits, in many
cases becom ng the |l argest enployers in their
comuni ties.

Additionally, across Indian country you
wWll see tribal health care facilities that provide
essenti al nedical, dental, pharmacy and behavi oral
health care. This care is provided at no
out - of - pocket cost for Anerican |Indians and Al aska
Natives. This culturally-appropriate care is
currently not available in Jackson County.

Havi ng worked for the Coquille Tribe for a
conbi ned 15 years, | expect that the tribe wll
enhance health care opportunities in Jackson County
to support Anerican Indians and Al aska Natives and
t heir econoni c-venture enpl oyees through direct
care and ot her self-funded i nsurance plans --
excuse ne -- and are a self-funded i nsurance pl an.

Oregon Health Plan data shows that
approxi mately 3,000 Aneri can I ndian Al aska Nati ves
are currently enrolled on the plan and living in

Jackson County. The Oregon Health Pl an, or
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Medicaid, is for the | owest-incone residents in our
communities. They traditionally struggle wth
accessing primary health care. The potenti al
addition of a tribal health care facility in
Medford will inprove access to care and ultimtely
i nprove heal t h out cones.

It is a tw-way street. Soci oeconomni c
status is a major determ nant of health, wth
peopl e of | ower soci oecononm c status being at
i ncreased risk of premature nortality, devel opnent
of serious conditions such as coronary heart
di sease, di abetes, depression and other health
outcones at ol der ages, including disability and
denentia. Utimtely, data and exanpl es across the
Nort hwest show that access to
culturally-appropriate, no-out-of-pocket health
care will inprove the soci oeconom c status of
t housands of the npbst needy American |Indian Al aska
Nati ves i n Sout hwestern O egon.

Thank you for allowing ne to share ny
real -1ife experience of the expansion of tri bal
economc enterprises and its very visible inpact on
soci oeconom ¢ status. | support the Coquille's
econom ¢ devel opnent in Medford due to the positive

soci oeconon ¢ benefits the project wll provide.
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Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Barbara Duey. Pl ease
unmut e yourself. Barbara Duey, if you could pl ease
unnut e yoursel f.

Ckay. Moving on to the next speaker,

Laur abet h Bart on.

MS. BARTON. Good evening. M nane is
Laurabeth Barton, and I"ma Coquille tribal elder
and a tribal council nenber. Throughout ny career,
|'"ve been a small -business owner. | have worked in
the Governor's office for the State of Al aska, and
| served for over 15 years as vice-chair of the
Coqui l I e I ndi an Ganmi ng Conmi ssi on, which provides
regul atory oversight to the MII| Casino.

In 1954 Congress termnated ny tri be,
declaring that we did not matter to them as I ndi an
peopl e i ndi genous to Sout hern Oregon. Thr oughout
| at er decades, our tribal nmenbers and el ders fought
to restore our tribe. And in 1989 our efforts
resulted in Congress passing the Coquille
Restorati on Act.

But much damage had al ready been done as a
result of the federal governnent's disastrous and

abusi ve policies.
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Many of our tribal nenbers joined famly
in the Medford area to seek a better chance at
subsi stence. W suffered greatly through di sease,
starvati on and di spl acenent; but we have survived;
and we will not go away.

Every congressional restoration act is
unique. In our tribe's act, Congress very clearly
enphasi zed a need for Coquille economc
self-sufficiency and sel f-determ nati on.

Qur tribal constitution prohibits us from
di stributing noney to our tribal nenbers through
per-capita paynents. Instead, our elders and the
federal governnent felt the best way to assi st our
menbers was by creating the conditions for our
peopl e to become self-sufficient. W do this by
providing health care for our tribal famlies,
education for our youth, care of our elders and
provi di ng j obs and opportunities for our people and
communi ty.

Qur tribe is growing, and the cost of
provi ding these services is growng as well. Qur
ability to expand these services and the capital
I nprovenents that we need are constrained by our
current resources.

Qur efforts in Medford are an exanpl e of
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doi ng exactly what Congress intended when they
restored our tribe. W are providing for our
peopl e and enhanci ng the communiti es where we do
busi ness. W are not devel opi ng a nega-casi no
resort on scores of acres. This is a 2.4-acre
Class Il gaming facility that will assist in
supporting our tribe's current and future
gener ati ons.

| amin favor of this project; and in

ternms of the NEPA inpacts, | am providing testinony

to the positive economc inpacts to both Medford
and the Coquille Tribe.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Arnie Robl an.

MR. ROBLAN. Hi . Can you hear ne?

THE MODERATOR  Yes.

MR ROBLAN: This is Arni e Robl an. I am

the retired principal at Marshfield H gh School
Coos Bay and a retired 16-year House of
Representati ves and Senator fromthe State of

Oregon who has represented this area npst of ny

i n

adult life in one way or another, and the Coquille

Tri be has been a part of that the entire tine.

| have three inpacts that | want to talk
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about in a positive way.

The first is inpacts on the job market.
And | have -- we have already heard, but it's clear
that the EIS denonstrates that there are 78
construction jobs that will be short-term al ong
wth 229 direct jobs and an additional 131 jobs in
an area where the |local residents are seeking
opportunities to work. And we have heard sone of
t hat today already. These are new jobs that w |
hel p boost the val ue of |abor throughout the city
and county. Most of these jobs will be eligible
for benefits that will inprove access to health
care for the famlies of workers.

Nunber two, inpacts on the |ocal econony.
This project will add to the | ocal econony, first,
by creating the spending power of up to 200 new
jobs in the community; and a second, by opening
vendor opportunities for | ocal businesses to
provi de goods and services for the new gan ng
facility. The draft EIS projects the project wll
produce 18.6 mllion in direct economc inpacts and
an additional 16.4 mllion in indirect and induced
econom ¢ i npact.

And finally, inpacts on the quality of

life. Let's face it. Another entertai nnent option
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in Medford is a plus for the life of this
community. Fol ks who enj oy ganbling entertai nment
can do so in a safe, clean environnent with
top-rate security and plenty of anenities wthout
having to drive |l ong di stances on busy hi ghways.

As the high school principal in Coos Bay
at Marshfield, | came to really appreciate all of
the other services that the Coquille Tribe offers.
In particular, their community fund, which began in
2001, has given away -- given to |ocal community
efforts over $7 million. It is inperative that the
opportunities that have been given to us in Coos
Bay can be extended to the people of Medford.

| encourage you to support this new
I nvestment in the area.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

A rem nder to attendees: This webinar is
set to listen only. |If you raised your hand to
speak, | will give you the opportunity to unnute
yourself once your nane is call ed.

The next speaker is Laurabeth Barton. Are
you unabl e to unnmute yoursel f?

M5. BARTON: Yes, |I'mhere. | have

al ready spoken.
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THE MODERATOR:. Oh, so apol ogi es.

THE REPORTER: And to the noderator, that
was the court reporter who actually took herself
off of mute because the | ast handful of people have
been very quickly speaking to get in within their
three mnutes, but | would appreciate that they
remenber that | amstill taking this down verbatim

THE MODERATOR:  The next speaker is Lily
Mor gan.

M5. MORGAN: Ckay. Now can you hear ne?

THE MODERATOR:  Yes.

M5. MORGAN. Thank you.

Good evening. M/ nane is Lily Mdirgan. |
am a Representative in the Oregon Legislature
representi ng House District 3, which is |located in
Sout hern Oregon and includes the Gty of Gants
Pass. | am speaking in support of the Coquille
I ndian Tribe and their application for a Cass II
casino license in Mdford.

| have had the opportunity to work with
the Coquill e and have been inpressed by their
commtnment to the community and their overall
ethics. They have consistently invested in the
| ocal communities that they serve and have proven

to be a strong partner, interested in the
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betternent of the communities they serve.

The proposed project wll nean additional
jobs and mllions in additional income for
residents of Medford and Jackson County.
Additionally, the revenue fromthe proposed casino
will result in an increase in charitable giving by
the Coquille for the | ocal community. They have
been a strong supporter of our |ocal hospital.

In short, this project will have a mjor
I npact on the econom c devel opnent for this
community. Many in ny area work in Jackson County,
and 233 additional jobs will help the poorest
districts in the state.

Unfortunately, in ny district, | have
W tnessed a community m ss out on the creation of
hundreds of jobs and mllions of dollars added to
our | ocal econony when opposition stopped an
entertai nnent center-racino from noving forward.

It is ny hope that this community does not endure
t he sane outcone.

Alternative A represents an area
previ ously desi gnated by Congress to make the
Coquille Tribe whole. As a local official, | urge
you to approve the Coquille application Alternative

A and hel p support econom c devel opnent for our
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| ocal communities.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Sam Smth.

M5. SMTH. H . M nane is Sam Smth, and
I have lived in Medford for the last 13 years. |
wanted to speak today to voice ny strong support of
this project.

I currently work at the Conpass by
Margaritaville hotel that's built next to Roxy Ann
Lanes. |I'mworking for and with the best people |
have in ny career, who are really dedicated to
their enployees. | have never worked for a conpany
that cares so nmuch and is so dedicated to the
conti nued growh and training of all of their
enpl oyees. They encourage both personal and skill
devel opnent and of fer continuous opportunities for
growh that you -- so that you never stop |earning
and conti nuously chall enge yourself.

Seeing the potential for this conpany to
grow to offer 229 nore direct jobs to people in our
vall ey and our community is incredibly exciting.

I know t hat having this pushed through
woul d have a | arge and positive economi c inpact in

the vall ey, generating 373 indirect jobs on top of
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all the direct ones and pouring an estinmated $6.1
mllion into our |ocal econony for services and
products within a year.

Honestly, it's insane to ne that this
proj ect has been in progress for a decade and
hasn't yet been green-lit when it will do so nuch
good for the people of Medford and for the Coquille
Tri be.

A big part of ny excitenment for this
project is the entertai nnent option being added in
Medford. Starting out here at the hotel and
wor ki ng at the front desk, we've had so nany peopl e
cone in, especially fromthe Rogue Vall ey Manor, a
seni or community, talking about the potential of
getting a casino and how nmuch they would | ove to
have an option nearby that they could visit when
they no | onger drive.

There are tons of people who live on the
other side of town as well, in North Medford, that
rarely visit South Medford because they don't have
any reason to. Everything they need is right
there. Gving themthat incentive to drive the 10
or 15 m nutes down the road will expose themto al
t he ot her businesses in the area as well and drive

foot traffic to those busi nesses.
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| truly believe that this project would
add so nuch value to our |ocal comunity, econony,
friends, famly and the Coquille Tribe.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Kendra Doshi er.

MS. DOSHI ER. Thank you so nmuch for your
time.

| wanted to say that | was for and
positively for Position AL |'ve been in this area
roughly 30 years, and | have seen that specific
area where that bowing alley has gotten a bit
destitute. And I'd really like to see it rebuilt,
especially into sonething that we don't have here:
adult entertai nnent that incorporates, you know, a
| ot nore than just going to a bar and seeing the
regul ar dance fl oor.

Havi ng that revenue for the tribe is going
to be amazing for the future generations ahead
along with the econony now.

So that's ny statenent. Thank you for
your tine.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Armand Cri spen.

Armand, please unnute yourself. Armand, if you are
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having difficulties -- oh. Armand, please state
your comments.

I"msorry, Armand. We are unable to hear
you. |If you are having difficulties, please cal
(949) 861-5954 for technical assistance.

The next speaker is Jam e Painter.

MS. PAINTER Hi . Good evening. M nane
is Jame Painter, and I'"'ma field representative
for Congressman Earl Bl unenauer, who represents the
Third District of O egon.

On behal f of the Congressnman, |1'd like to
t hank the agency for scheduling a second hearing.
As you know, this decision wll inpact the entire
regi on, beyond the Medford area, so we appreciate
having this opportunity to weigh in directly.

I'd like to be clear that Congressnan
Bl unenauer continues to believe that the "one
casino per tribe" is the best approach. The
Congressman is concerned that this decision wll
lead to a proliferation of casinos across the
state, the inpacts of which will be felt all the
way to Washi ngton and Cali f orni a.

But beyond that, it's inportant to
acknow edge that our four tribes have opposed --

that four tribes have opposed this proposal because
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of the effect it will have on the current bal ance
of gamng within the state and across the region.

Mor eover, the Congressnman has been nade
aware of certain remaining concerns that the draft
environnent al inpact statenent does not consider
the full scope of inpacts fromthe proposed
project, including the Coquille's use of the
restored | ands exception for this application. The
restored | ands exception was not established by
Congress with the intent of benefiting one tribal
gover nnent over others. Congressnman Bl unenauer
urges the agency to ensure that any use of this
rule wwll not create any unfair inbalances in
tri bal gam ng.

In terns of the project, the original
notice of intent was published in 2015. CQur office
under stands that the Coquill e have made changes to
t he project since then and that the scope of the
project as analyzed in the draft statenent nay not
be updated to reflect those changes. The
Congressman urges the agency to ensure that the
scope of this statenment reflects the nost
up-to-date proposal.

In terns of the materials, the Congressnan

urges the agency to ensure that all materials and
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reports under consideration should reflect the nost
up-to-date proposal, including any changes to the
proj ect or context since 2015.

The Congressnan is al so concerned about
traffic. Specifically, our office understands that
the draft statenent states that the proposed
project will not result in "unacceptable traffic
operations” and wll not require mtigation.

However, we have heard concerns that this
may be based on anal ysis from 2019. The
Congressman urges the agency to ensure that this
analysis is fully up to date.

Qur office has also heard certain
questi ons about the inpacts of the proposal on Bear
Creek and the | ocal species currently listed for
protection under the Endangered Species Act. The
Congressman urges the agency to ensure that they
are fully considering any inpact to habitat and
endangered species in the area.

Finally, the Congressman encourages the
agency to consider any reasonabl e non-gam ng
alternatives through which the Coquille may achi eve
their stated purpose of econom c devel opnent.

Once again, on behalf of Congressnan

Bl umenauer, | deeply appreciate the opportunity to
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participate in this hearing. Overall, the
Congressman supports a robust public input process
and full consideration of that input with respect
to next steps. Thank you very much.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Marcus Hol cunb, | ast
digits 3826. Please unnute yourself by pressing
star 6.

MR HOLCUMB: Hi. Thank you.

Can you hear nme?

THE MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR. HOLCUMB: Yes. Thank you very nuch.

| amtestifying here to show support for
this project and the inportance of the job creation
that this can help with in the Sout hern O egon
ar ea.

W all know there has been a real
chal l enge to have hi gher-paying jobs that are
consi stent, and this type of enploynent is going to
last. It's the type of enploynent that you' re not
going to have to worry about the conpany goi ng out
of business in a healthy, devel opi ng area of
Medf ord as wel | .

This project is a critical part for the

expansi on of good jobs and retirenment plans and
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health care for a |l ot of people that are | ooking
for those things in Southern Oregon, and | just
wanted to share that.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Kelly Coates. Pl ease
unnmut e yoursel f.

MS. COATES: Hello. Can you hear ne?

THE MODERATOR  Yes.

M5. COATES: My nane is Kelly Coates.
am a nenber of the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tri be
of Indians. | also serve as the director of
natural resources for the tribe.

As a citizen who lives in Talent, O egon,
| amextrenely concerned with the inpact of the
proposed action on ny tribe and ny | ocal conmunity.

The DEI S underestimates the i npact on the
| ocal community and fails to adequately anal yze the

soci oeconom ¢ inpacts on ny tribe. The DEIS admts

t hat the proposed action will have a substanti al
econom c inpact on ny tribe. It states that the
proposed action wll decrease the projected ganm ng

revenue of ny tribe by 25 percent and that it wll
t ake over 16 years for ny tribe to recover.
However, we believe that the actual inpact

of the proposed action wll be nuch greater. The
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econom ¢ analysis is based on an inpact study done
in 2019, over three years ago. The world has
changed greatly. This is an inpact study that was
done pre-COVID. It doesn't anticipate the
potential upconm ng recession. It doesn't include
the cost of inflation. The inpact study needs to
be updat ed.

Regar dl ess, decreasing the potenti al
revenue of ny tribe by at |east 25 percent w |l
massi vel y i npact operations. Wth such a huge
decrease in revenue, ny tribe will be unable to
support a large portion of its existing
gover nnmental operations, prograns and services.
This neans | ess noney to care for our nenbers and
the local comunity, less funding for health
servi ces, educational prograns and prograns that
take care of our elders. Accordingly, the quality
of life of our tribal nenbers, which is already
bel ow the quality of |ife enjoyed by nost other
people in Oregon, would be significantly harned.

The DEIS fails to recognize this, nerely
concluding only that the revenue is enough for
tribal governnents "to provide services to their
respective nenberships.” The DEIS needs to be

updated to recogni ze the substantial inpact the
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proposed action will have on the ability of | ocal
tribes to provide essential governnental services
to its nenbers.

Further, these substantial costs are being
borne by the |local community to benefit a tribe
t hat has no neani ngful connection to Medford. The
Medford site is 168 mles fromthe Coquille's
offices inits casino in North Bend, Oregon. The
di stance is a three-hour drive over the Coast Range
mount ai ns, the Gave Creek Hills and then across
t he Rogue Vall ey.

The Coquille Indian Tri be has no
aboriginal or historical connections to Medford.
The Cow Creek Unpqua Tri be has ancestral ties to
t he area and shares the Takel na | anguage of the
Nat i ve Anericans of the Rogue River Valley.

If the Coquille Tribe wants to expand
gam ng and in turn support their nenbership, why
not seriously consider the North Bend alternative
in the DEIS, which is clearly within their
aboriginal territory? This alternative wll not
I mpact ny tribe or our ability to provide services
for our nenbers.

The DEI'S shoul d consider the inpact to the

| ocal community. A substantial cost wll be paid
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for this proposed action. Local tribes wll
suffer, and all to benefit a tribe that has no
meani ngf ul ancestral connection to the area.

That concludes ny comments. But | also
have Armand Crispen here, who is ready to give his
coment s.

THE REPORTER: Once again, this is the
stenographer. And | do understand that everyone is
very enotional about this issue. But if you could
pl ease sl ow down so | am accurately recordi ng
everything that you are saying, | would very much
appreciate it.

THE MODERATOR:  Armand Cri spen.

MR, CRISPEN. Yes. Thank you very nuch.

My nanme is Armand Crispen. | am a nenber
of the Cow Creek Band of Unmpqua Tri be of | ndians.

Il live in Medford, Oregon. As a |ocal resident, |
am very concerned with the inpact of the proposed
action on ny |l ocal community.

First, the inpact to traffic. W live in

an area -- ny famly routinely drives H ghway 99
bet ween Medford and Talent. |'mextrenely
concerned with the traffic issues that will result

al ong Hi ghway 99 as a result of this project. The

DEI S severely underestimates the i npact that a
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casi no would have on the traffic i n Medford. The

DEIS clains that the casino will not result in
"unacceptable traffic operations..." This -- and
states that, "No mtigation is necessary."”
However, | believe there will be significant

i npacts. The traffic inpact analysis drafted in
2019 needs to be updated beyond the two-page update
that only di scussed the hotel.

Second, this area already suffers from
i ssues with the transi ent honel ess popul ati on al ong
Bear Creek. A casino will exacerbate the problem
This problemisn't examned in the DEIS. The BI A
shoul d ensure that the proposed action will not add
to this problem

Third, the DEIS underestimates the i npact
that a casino wll have on crine. The MII| Casino
generates the nost police calls for any one
| ocation in North Bend, 640 calls annually. A
casino in Medford will significantly increase the
rate of crinme. The DEIS calls for paynents to the
Medford Police Departnent to mtigate the increase
in crinme, but that does not account for the inpact
on local residents. The DEIS dism sses the inpacts
to residents as "less than significant."”

As a local resident, an increase in crine
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in this area resulting in the police being called
twce a night is significant; and the DEIS shoul d
be nodified to take into account not only the
addi tional police costs, but the inpact to | ocal
resi dents.

Finally, I think that many of the issues
wth the DEIS stemfromthe fact that it is based
on outdated materials. The project has changed
significantly since the DEIS was first initiated in
2015. It now includes a hotel, pool, bar and
grill. Many of the reports that the DEIS relies on
are from 2015-2016. The few updates that have been
made were nmade in 2019, four years ago. The DEIS
and the underlying studies need to be updated in
order to take into consideration the full inpact of
t he project.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Virgle Gsborne.

MR, OSBORNE: Hello. Hopefully you can
hear ne. Good eveni ng.

THE MODERATOR  Yes, we can.

MR OSBORNE: So | wanted to touch base
toni ght on ny opposition to this. As a |ocal

resident of the district and an Oregon State
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Representative for House District 2 in Southern
Oregon, | amcomng you -- to you tonight
announci ng ny opposition to the project the
Coquille Tribe is proposing in Medford.

Because of ny position as a duly-el ected

Representative, | would like to focus on the

pot enti al damages the proposed casi no coul d have on

House District 2 and Dougl as County.
Building a casino in Medford wll result

in a 25 percent loss in gam ng revenue from Cow

Creek Tribe in ny district. However, | would even

venture to say the | osses could be nuch greater
than 25 percent, since many of the custoners who
currently travel to Canyonville from Medford w ||
forego the travel expense and stay |ocally.

The Cow Creek Tribe is the second-| argest
enpl oyer in Douglas County, and a |loss of this
revenue will negatively inpact nany jobs that pay
living wages in our county. These jobs al so
provide critical benefits, including health care,
sick | eave and other benefits desperately needed i

our econony.

n

Approxi mately 90 percent of the enpl oyees

of Seven Feat hers Casi no and Resort are nontri bal

resi dents of Dougl as County.
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Sinply put, our county cannot afford this
economc hit. The results would be devastati ng.
These jobs contribute mllions of dollars to our
state and | ocal revenue to support | ocal governnent
servi ces.

As a soverei gn government, the revenues
from Seven Feat hers provide resources to support
essential governnent functions and services for
tribal nenbers. This source of revenue relieves
reliance on County services as well as State
servi ces and hel ps contribute to the partnership
w th Douglas County in health care, energency
services and their police intergovernnenta
agr eement s.

According to a report fromthe Coquille
Tri be, 25 percent cut in revenue would take nore
than 16 years to recover. This would be bad for
Oregon tribes and will greatly harmthe quality of
li fe and econom c devel opnent for the peopl e of
Dougl as County.

Thank you for considering ny letter, and I
I mplore you to reject this application to build the
casino. This project would not be good for our
state or county. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.
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The next speaker is Kelly Huddl eston.

MS. HUDDLESTON: Good evening. Can you
hear me?

THE MODERATOR  Yes.

M5. HUDDLESTON: My nane is Kelly
Huddl est on, and | serve as the business counsel for
t he Umpqua | ndi an Devel opnment Corporation. That's
t he econom c devel opnent arm of the Cow Creek Band
of Unmpqua.

| have divided ny comments into three
parts: the personal, the professional and the
| egal .

I am a nmenber of the Cow Creek Band of
Unpqua Tri be and the very first tribal nenber to
obtain a law degree. | was only able to conpl ete
ny educati on because of the financial support of
the tribe, which then and now is supplied by gam ng
revenues that are directed toward educati on and
ot her social service prograns. This support has
not only positively inpacted ny |life, but hundreds
of other tribal and conmunity nenbers in ways that
ny not her and grandnot her could only dream of.

Professionally, as the tribe's business
attorney, | can testify to the enornous chall enges

of creating long-termeconomc stability for a
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tribal government. Wthout a tax base or other
forms of stable funding, tribes conpete in a risky
and often ruthl ess business environnent to keep
their cultures alive and their people whole.

Sadly, sonetinmes the systempits tri bes agai nst one
another, and they find thensel ves conpeting to
sustain their econom c heal th.

The proposed ganmng facility we are
comrenti ng on today creates exactly that type of
situation. The Cow Creek Band of Unpqua has and is
continually testing and trying out alternative
stabl e, long-term sources of revenue through its
busi nesses. However, the truth is that the Seven
Feathers Casino Resort is the tribe's prinmary
source of revenue. Any significant drop in that
revenue wi Il damage the tribe, its people and the
nuni ci palities that have cone to rely on the cash
I nfusi on that our casino brings in.

This brings me to our -- to ny third
point: the law. The Secretary has w de | atitude
and discretion on whether to allow this project to
go forward.

Pl ease consider, Coquille Tribe already
has a successful casino on the coast. It wants to

pl ace another in a service area over 150 m | es away
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fromits reservation, which al so happens to be a
service area of ny tribe. |Its operation of a
casino in Medford would pose an i mm nent and
quantifiable financial threat to the Cow Creek Band
of Unpqua Tri be.

Due to these facts, the Secretary should
anal yze this request under the two-part
determ nation of IGRA. Qherwi se, the Secretary
could allow Alternative 3, which is expansion of
the MIIl site, as the least harnful, |east adverse
action to all parties concerned.

Thank you for listening to ny comments.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next person to speak is Kevin d ark.
Kevin, pl ease unnmute yourself.

MR CLARK: Hello. M nane is Kevin
Gark, and | ama citizen.

And | amjust voting in favor for it just
due to the socioeconomc inpact that it's going to
have in Medf ord, Oregon, and the surroundi ng area.
There's not a | ot of high-paying jobs there. And
this is going to bring a | ot of good

wor ker -position jobs that are going to pay very

well, which is much needed to the | ocal econony.
That's all | have, and | appreciate you
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listening to ne.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Tiffany Mapl e.

MS. MAPLE: H there. Can you hear ne?

THE MODERATOR:  Yes.

M5. MAPLE: Hi. | just wanted to say that
| amfor the casino and Site A. | |ike the aspect
of the jobs that it would bring and the fact that
we woul dn't have to drive, you know, an hour and a
half to do any social events. | think that is a
big factor into ny lifestyle.

That's really all | got. So thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Mark Mattecheck.

MR. MATTECHECK: Thank you.

My nane is Mark Mattecheck. | amthe
owner of North Bend Lanes in North Bend, Oregon. |
am al so the president of the Bowing Proprietors
Associ ation for the state of O egon.

| would like to talk -- coment about
bei ng next to a casino and conpeti ng agai nst them
The tri be, when they noved here with their casino,
we were concerned about our operation. W are a
very | arge video poker retailer. And what we found

was t he opposite of what we thought.
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They did so nmany positive things in the
community that our revenue, instead of goi ng down,
has i ncreased every year since they've been here.
Qur restaurant, which is only half a mle away, has
doubled in size. They have been a wonderfu
partner to work with. They give us busi ness and
refer us to groups that cone into the town, and
t hey have changed our town into a really positive
pl ace. They've been an econonic driver.

As regards to the police service, the
tri be purchases police services fromthe City of
North Bend and hel ps fund officers that help the
whole city and actually reducing crime in our city,
not increasing it, just the opposite of what has
been comment ed.

The other thing that they have done in
this project is, as the president of the Bow ing
Propri etors Association, they have saved a bow i ng
center that was going to go out of business. That
was a very busy bowing center there with | ots of
traffic, and the association didn't want to | ose
it. They took it over. They kept all the
enpl oyees. They gave themrai ses and benefits and
have breathed new life into a bowing center that

the community desperately needs.
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Wth that, we have already assigned two

maj or tournanents to go to that bow ing center

visit the city. Those ar

peopl e, based on our proj

t our nanent s.

Not hi ng that they've done in our

been negative as far as t
those things as far
So in parting,
a good conmmunity event.
Medf ord. They will
area wth the events that
conbi nati on of the golf,
It's a nice conbination,
there. | think they'IIl |
in that area to hel p out
Thank you. That
comrents | have.
THE MODERATOR:
The next speaker
DR. G OVANNETTI :
THE MODERATOR
DR d OVANNETTI :
Hello. |

| anguage. ) am

For the record, ny |ast -

my | ast words,

rai se all

e i n upwards of 200 or

ections of those

town h

raffic flow or any of

as the tribe is considered.

t hat they
They will help the Cty
the things in that
t hey have, wth the

bow i ng and the notel.
and people will cone

ift all the other

peopl
froman econom c basis.
was -- that's all the
Thank you.
is Joseph G ovannetti.
Hell o. Can you hear
Yes.
(Speaking triba
Dr. Joseph G ovannetti .

- ny surnane is spelled
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Gi-o-v as in "Victor," a-n-n-e-t-t-i.

I'"m Tolowa. | am a descendant of Tol owa
Her edi tary Headnman Joseph Hostler. | ama
prof essor eneritus at Cal Poly Hunbol dt, where |
was chair of the Native American Studi es program
| am al so a nenber of and council man for the Tol owa
Dee-ni' Nation, located in Smth R ver, California.
In ny field | ama recogni zed et hnohi stori an and
publ i shed nyt hol ogi st who has taught Native
Aneri can studies for many years.

I am speaki ng toni ght to say unequi vocally
that the Coquille Tribe has no ancestral claimto
the Rogue Valley. Coquille's claimis founded upon
two things: a service area created for them by the
federal governnment in the 1980s and their own greed
and desire to col onize the gam ng nmarket of other
tribes in order to stuff their own pockets.

There is nothing in history or |aw other
t han the col oni zati on of i ndi genous America by
Europeans that is simlar to what Coquille is
attenpting today. Their |egal foundation for the
proposed action by the Departnment of the Interior
sits on the sane raci st underpinnings that the
doctri ne of discovery does to justify the stealing

of North Anerica: This is what we say the |law is.
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We need these resources. Gve themthese
resources. Gve themto us because we say it's
right, and we are better than you.

The Departnment of the Interior needs to
consi der the inpacts that taking this Medford | and
into trust wll have on ny tribe and others. For
tribes |ike Tol owa, Karuk, or Karuk, and Elk
Vall ey, it nmeans a | oss of services for our nenbers
and | oss of jobs in areas that cannot afford to
| ose j obs.

Pl ease stop Coquille's col oni zation
attenpt .

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: The next speaker is Kyle
Vi ksneHi | | .

MR. VI KSNEHI LL: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak in support of approving the
tribe' s proposed project.

My nane is Kyle ViksneHill, and | ama
nmenber of the Coquille Indian Tribe. | amalso the
chief financial officer of the Coquille tribal
governnment. | consider nyself to be very fortunate
to have benefited fromthe educati on and enpl oynent
prograns and services that the tribe has built

since we were restored in 1989 and to be able to
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help ny tribe continue the work of buil ding and
sustai ni ng those sane prograns for future
gener ati ons.

As the chief financial officer of the
tri bal governnment, | have no involvenent in the
tribe's econonm ¢ devel opnent activities.

Unlike other tribes, the Coquille Tribe
does not distribute revenues to its tribal nenbers
on a per-capita basis. This is explicitly
forbidden in the tribe's constitution.

I nstead, the tribe uses its revenues to
provi de for basic essential services: health care,
famly and social services, costs of stewarding and
protecting our cultural and natural resources,
educating our children and taking care of our old
peopl e.

Under standi ng the costs of these services
and how t hey are expected to change over tine is a
| arge part of the work that | do as the chief
financial officer of the tribal governnent.

The tri be has recognized for a long tine
t hat our current revenues are not enough to neet
t hese basic needs for our tribal menbers today.
The tribe also recognized for a long tine that our

cost to provide these services will continue to
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i ncrease as the popul ation of our tribe grows and
due to general inflationary increases at a rate
beyond t he expected growth of our current revenues.

The tribe started its econom c devel opnent
efforts in Medford over ten years ago, recognizing
t hat we need new sources of revenues not to enrich
oursel ves, but to keep up with the growth in costs
and the growth of our tribal population and to make
a nmeani ngful advance towards fully neeting the
needs of our tribal nenbers for basic essential
services, not just the small portion of that need
that we are able to provide today.

| strongly encourage the Bl A to approve
the Coquille Tribe's proposed project.

And thank you again for this opportunity
to provi de conments.

THE MODERATOR:  The next speaker is CGeorge
Adans.

M5. ADAMS: Hi. M nane is George Adans.
| represent DSAC, D sabled Senior Advisory
Comm ttee.

| -- the people with a disability
t hr oughout Sout hern Oregon here di sapproves of this
pl an because of two reasons.

Because within this plan, it hasn't been
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proven to have 15 parki ng spaces for a person with

a disability with a van and lift, for themto park.

It is already difficult for a van to be parked in a

par ki ng space with a |ift because of not enough
par ki ng spaces.

The other thing is, is that in this
place -- in this plan | did not see that the

buttons on the front doors to be presented, the

bat hroons to be set up with -- for people with all

types of disabilities, of blind, physical, nental
or otherw se.

The other thing, too, the reason that
Is -- disapprove of is because of in this plan it
wasn't being presented that housi ng would be
al l owed around this property once this thing is
bui l t.

If the plan is to cone back with a newer

plan to be placed with housing around this -- the

bui | di ng being built and it can be proven that
par ki ng spaces, up to 15 spaces, are going to be
made i n front of your building, including the
specifications for a person with all types of

disabilities, frombuttons on your doors to

w deni ng of your bathrooms, so on and so forth, and

bei ng treated as custoners and consuners, if that
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can be -- all be proven to be in this plan, then we
and the people of disability in the Southern O egon
woul d be able to approve this plan.

But in order for it to happen, we hope
that this could be in this plan before it can be

approved by us as di sabl ed peopl e in Sout hern

Or egon.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Scott Sullivan.

MR SULLI VAN: (Speaking tribal | anguage.)
My nane is Scott Sullivan. | amthe vice chairnman

of the Tolowa Dee-Ni' Nati on.

The Tol owa Dee-Ni' Nation is a sovereign
federally-recogni zed Indian tribe. Qur reservation
| ands and tribal comunity are | ocated
approximately 110 mles fromthe site of the
Coquill e I ndian Tribe's proposed ganing facility.

The Nati onal Environnental Policy Review
Act requires federal agencies to take a hard | ook
at the environnental consequences of their actions.
Significant adverse environnental effects nmust be
mtigated. The draft EIS fails this high standard.
The flaws in the draft are nunerous.

In this short tinme allotted for public
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comrent, we wi sh to highlight the principal defect

that particularly concerns our nation. The adverse

soci oeconom c effects of the Tolowa Dee-Ni' -- on
the Tolowa Dee-Ni ' Nation are severely
under est i mat ed.

The nati on depends on revenues fromits
Lucky 7 gamng facility to fund critical
governnental and social welfare prograns and
services for our citizens. W are |largely
dependent on our ganmi ng revenues to fund our

governnent. Any reduction in revenues from our

gamng facility wll be felt across a wi de range of

gover nnental servi ces.

The draft does not reference or analyze

any denographic data for the community that is the

Tol owa Dee-Ni' Nation. There is no gam ng narket
segnent identified for the Tol owa Dee-Ni ' Nation
anywhere in the background or anal ysis.

The concl usion that the effects on our
gam ng revenues will be small is based on
specul ation that those effects wll be di m ni shed
over tine because of popul ation growh and
expandi ng econom es at Tol owa. No factual support
for this speculation is provided, and there is

none.
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In addi ti on,
i ncluded is out of dat

As a result, it appear

what little information
e by at | east three years.

s the drafters started with a

preconceived result in mnd, that the project

shoul d go forward, and constructed an analysis to

support that outcone.

The draft is biased in favor

of the Coquille gam ng project.

The Bl A shoul

d withdraw the draft EI' S and

conpl etely redo the soci oecononm ¢ and ot her i npact

portions.

(Speaking tri

bal | anguage) for your

consi derati on of these coments.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is a phone nunber, | ast

four digits 4552. Pl ease unnute yourself by

pressing star 6.

MR CORNETT:

You can hear ne?

THE MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR. CORNETT:
I"'man enroll ed nmenber
Ckl ahoma, and |I'm Nati

I think this

My nane is Chris Cornett.
of the Choctaw Nati on of
ve Anerican by bl ood.

process has been fl awed, that

the | ocal native community that doesn't belong to

either the Cow Creek or the Coquill e have ever been

consi dered, and there

IS no inpact that's positive
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for them | believe that they've been
di scri m nat ed agai nst and deni ed the chance to gain
wealth. They too are part of the makeup here.

And it is true that the Cow Creek and the
Coquill e are not indigenous to this |and; but there
are Native Anericans here that were born here,
rai sed here and gained their cultural background
fromthese tribes and others that surround us. |
think that they need to be considered and need to
be wei ghed in on this process, and there needs to
be some kind of an action that |ets them know t hat
they are part of it.

And t hank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Al exandria Jones.

M5. JONES: H . Good evening, everyone.
Thank you for allow ng public comments and al |l ow ng
nme to speak.

My nane is Alexandria Jones. | reside in
Phoeni x, Oregon, just right down the road fromthe
proposed casino; and |I'mal so a nenber of the
Coquill e I ndian Tribe.

Wth the casino only being a little over
two acres, it is the perfect size of a facility to

house in Medford. By opening the facility, we are
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able to turn the revenues into funds for our elders

and our educational benefits for tribal nenbers.

Not only will the casino help our tribal
nmenmbers, it wll provide enpl oynent for | ocal
community menbers as well. The Coquille Indian

Tribe is known for being an enpl oyer of choice by
provi di ng 401(k)s, PTO and health care.

By having a casino, it will attract nore
visitors to the Medford area, and in return give
nore noney to the area. M tribe has been known to
donate to Coos Bay. | see themdoing this in

Medf ord as wel | .

The casino will be a positive inpact to
t he Jackson County area and to the community. It
wll also help sustain ny tribe for generations to

cone.
Pl ease consi der doing your own research
before listening to things that have been
m sconstrued by other tribes as well as other
tribal nenbers.
Thank you for your tine.
THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.
The next speaker is Nicol e Keeton.
M5. KEETON: Hello. Can you guys hear ne?
THE MODERATOR  Yes.
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M5. KEETON: Ckay. Perfect.

Let ne find ny notes real quick.

So ny nane is Nicole Keeton, and I amin
support of this proposal and it bringing nore jobs
for our community as well as adding a | ocal option
versus traveling over the sunmts that becone very
dangerous during sonme adverse weat her conditions
during the winter. | also believe that it wll
hel p with our econom c devel opnent in our
communi ty.

And after hearing all of the supporting
comments, it has given ne even nore insight on the
positive effects that this will have on our
communi ty.

And that's all that | have for you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Chris Gerschler.

MR, CGERSCHLER: Hello. Can you hear ne
okay?

THE MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR. GERSCHLER  Ckay.

I would like to say it's a positive, and
' m speaking that | would like this project to go
ahead.

Where it's going to be put in, in Medford,
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| like seeing stuff being replaced with new itens
and new venues for Medford, Oegon. | have |lived
here at ny address for 35 years. |'ve always
t hought that Medford has such potential to
entertain and al so needs wel | - payi ng j obs.

My vote is yes. 1'd be happy to see the
casi no here.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Jeff Jensen. Pl ease
unnut e yoursel f. Speaker Jeff Jensen.

MR JENSEN. H . M nane's Jeffrey

Jensen. I"'ma local resident in Medford, and | am

speaki ng on behalf of being in favor of this
pr oj ect .

| see the econom c devel opnent aspects of
not only the product -- projects that they've

i mpl enented so far, but what they're tal ki ng about

as far as having the dass Il section gam ng woul d

be a great benefit to our community.
The fact that they're wwlling to pay for

addi tional services that include additional fire,

police and other Gty services as well as buy | ocal

as nmuch as possible in the plan that | read through

shows ne that they're going to nmake an increased
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positive inpact to a nunber of snall businesses in

the community, which is in turn going to create

nore wealth in the community as those snall

busi nesses | ook for additional services, including,

you know, marketing or as they're spending nore

nmoney at our auto deal ers and various places that

they're going to be putting their noney back into.
The di stance between this casino and any

ot her casi nos seens |like the rel evance of that

shoul d not be taken into consideration, only due to

the fact that the Medford -- Gty of Medford and

t he chanber of commerce here is looking to build a

ot nore in the sports and entertai nment sector

her e.

And every tine that | have seen, you know,

people | ooking to go to Seven Feathers, a |ot of
that traffic would al so be pulled fromcounties

north of here, such as Eugene, you know, and

further into Douglas County or other areas, people

stopping along the 1-5. So | think sone people
m ght be overestinati ng what the revenue i npacts
could be in this project to their existing
busi ness.

And if they really have 200 mllion in

assets right now, including other businesses and
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ot her things that they are devel opi ng as projects

that generate revenue, it seens |like they probably

have the funds to invest in enough other projects

to further their revenue goals and nmake up for any

difference in shortfall fromthe casi no.
Further, their entertai nnent venue that

they have offers a diverse set of entertai nnent --

entertainers that do not conflict with what we have

brought to the valley, either at the Jackson Count

y

Expo, Britt, or other areas, right? They do a very

good job of having specialized entertai nment and
things that are at their casino that are not
avai |l abl e down here, which is part of the draw for
peopl e fromour community to go up there and stay
t here.

So in summary, | would be for this
project. | do not see the sanme negative
consequences that others are kind of proposing at
t his point.

And as a Native Anerican studies
certificate graduate of SQU, | did an entire thesi
paper on the inpacts of the casino industries and
how t hey play into one another and create a
positive inpact for the community in places that

t hey do, so...
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THE MODERATOR. Okay. |If you could wap
up your comrents.

MR, JENSEN. That's it. Thanks.

THE MODERATOR:  All right. Thank you.

The next speaker is Sinon Johnson.

MR JOHNSON: Thank you for allowing ne to
speak.

My nane is Sinon Johnson. Being a
resident of Medford, Oregon for over 30 years and
speaki ng on behalf of Ethos Acadeny |ocated in
Phoeni x, we are in favor of the approval of this
pr oj ect.

There are many benefits to this project
novi ng forward, such as nmany nore jobs wll be
created, as the EI S suggests that the construction
Wll create up to 78 jobs in the short term and
nore in the future, and will bring in nore tourism

Medford is growi ng and has the
i nfrastructure, especially in South Medford, to
support this project.

The increased traffic wll bring in an
I nflux of additional revenue, not only for the
project, but for the other businesses in the area.
Al so, seeing that the area gets a facelift wll be

great .
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So on behal f of Ethos Acadeny, that has
hel ped stinmul ate Phoenix after the fires, this
small casino wll greatly increase the overall
I mpact of Medford, Phoenix, and the surroundi ng
areas. W would like to see this project be
approved and nove forward.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Holly M chaels.

Hol |y, there appears to be an issue with
your Zoom Please call the help line at
(949) 861-5954.

The next spearer is Yamre Hanze.

MR HANZE: Hel | o. H . Good evening,
everyone. Can you --

THE MODERATOR Hel | o.

MR HANZE: Hi . Hel | 0?

THE MODERATOR: Hello. Please go ahead.

MR HANZE: OCh, right. Yes. So |l -- ny

nane is Yamre. M last name is Hanze. | amnewy

enpl oyed at the Conpass Hotel.

And all | see is positive things and
exciting things to happen here down in Mdford.
obvi ously see the new enpl oynent, the -- just the

creation of jobs happening. | get to see all the
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people fromall sorts of places cone in. And I can
only imagine with the new projects nore people

wanting to visit our town.

And I'"'mdefinitely for it. | can see only
positive things. | think Medford working with the
Coquille Tribe is doing an amazing, | nean,

col | aborati on, and hopefully we can continue to.
And yeah, | think I"'mfor it, and |l -- | see
not hi ng but good thi ngs happeni ng.

And that's all that | have to say.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

MR. HANZE: Thank you. Have a good ni ght.

THE MODERATOR:  The next speaker is
Jessica Gonez. Please unnute yourself.

M5. GOMEZ: Yes. Hello. Thank you for
havi ng ne.

I'"d like to speak in support of this
project. | live about ten mnutes fromthat, maybe
even |l ess than that fromthe site. And | can tel
you that that area of Medford really is in need of
Investnment. It's great for our growi ng conmunity.

We have nmany things that have been
I nproved over the |ast several years in Medford,
and this is, | think, one nore great anenity for

people. There's a whole sports center that's very
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close to that where we're really trying to pronote
people comng in and bringing their kids to conpete
In sports events here. Having an additional hotel
that's close to that area and then anenities that
go along with that hotel is a really positive

t hi ng.

I would also like to say that the Coquille
Tri be has been, | nean, really fantastic conmunity
menbers. They have been great partners for years
and years. They've been dedicated to this project
for the last ten years. And | think it's tine to
see this nove forward.

The -- | have heard through these coments
today and at the | ast period that, you know, many
people are comng to the table with this m ndset of
scarcity, that it's going to sonehow take away from
another tribe. And | would really like to
encour age people to think nore broadly about what
this neans for the comunity in Medford, what it
means for Southern O egon.

There are many people that don't have
access to get to that other casino. There are nany
peopl e who visit our region that want that kind of
anenity. And for a growing comunity, it's really,

really inportant to have that offering.
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So thank you for hearing ne. Again, |1'd
li ke to see this project nove forward.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next commenter is M chael Mason.

Pl ease unmute yourself. Again, the next speaker i
M chael Mason.

M chael, if you're having technica
difficulties, please call the help line on the
sli de.

The next speaker is Stephen Beckham

MR MASON: Oh. This is Mchael WMason.
Can you hear nme at this point?

THE MODERATOR  Ch, yes.

MR MASON: Sorry about that. | was
confused about what to unnmute, which wll be
expl ai ned nonmentarily.

But 1'm M chael Mason. |'man attorney i
Portl and, Oregon.

Thank you very nmuch for the opportunity t
testify.

I wish to express ny support for the
fee-to-trust acquisition in Medford of this snall
parcel, but fee-to-trust acquisition for Cass II
gam ng.

From 1986 t hrough 1989, as an attorney at
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the Native Anerican Program of Oregon Legal
Services, | had the honor of representing the
Coquille Tribe in its federal restoration efforts,
culmnating in passage of the Coquille Restoration
Act, Public Law 101-42. | junped at the chance to
work on this in 1986 because of being a

Nor t hwest er ner and under st andi ng the great

I njustice that had been done to all the term nated
tri bes here, sonething that was not known to many
people. Fortunately, we have a | ot nbre awar eness
of it today.

During the effort on the bill, early in
the effort, the tribe contracted for a
soci oeconom ¢ study of its nenbership. That
reveal ed a couple of things: one, that about 10
percent of the menbers were in Jackson County, the
tribal nenbers.

It al so reveal ed great unenpl oynent and
under enpl oynent anong t he nenbers, as | ow as any
segnent of our population in Oregon at that tinme.
That was a startling thing to see. W knew there
were problens and that term nati on had been
di sastrous, but we didn't realize that it had
pl unged people to such depths.

So the bill was introduced in the 100t h
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Congress, the sane Congress that passed the Indian
Gam ng Regul atory Act in 1988.

We had the, you know, five-county service
area. W ended up with a five-county service area
| argel y based on that soci oecononic study and on
t he i nportance of econom c devel opnent in areas
where people -- where tribal nmenbers were in such
dire straits. That service area was negoti at ed
w t h Congressman DeFazi o, of course, the sponsor of
the bill. Jackson County was, again, inportant
because of its -- partly because of its 10 percent
memnber ship residi ng there.

So we discussed in our neetings wth
Congressman DeFazio -- and | was in all of the
nmeetings with the congressi onal del egation, the
Oregon congressional del egation, wth Congressnan
DeFazi o; Senator Mark O Hatfield, who |led the
effort in the Senate when it -- the bill noved over
t here; Senat or Packwood; Congressman AuCoi n;

Congr essman Denny Smit h.

Al'l of the conversations included a
di scussi on of the inmportance of tribal economc
devel opnent in all of the service area counties
potentially. Certainly Mdford, Lane and Coos were

f ocused on. So --
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THE MODERATOR: Can you pl ease concl ude
your comments? Your three m nutes are up.

MR. MASON:. Onh, ny goodness. Ckay. Tine
flies.

But | just wanted to say that at no tine
during those di scussions was there any nention of
any limts on econom c devel opnent. Everything was
on the table, and that was very inportant.

So | -- again, | appreciate the
opportunity. Thank you. And | hope that this
proj ect can be allowed to go forward.

Have a good ni ght.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Russell Attebery.

Pl ease unmute yoursel f.

MR. ATTEBERY: Can you hear ne?

THE MODERATOR  Yes.

MR, ATTEBERY: Yes.

Thank you for the tine, and good eveni ng.

My nanme is Russell "Buster" Attebery; and
| serve as chairman of the Karuk Tri be,
second- |l argest federally-recognized Indian tribe in
Cal i forni a.

| speak with you today to provide the

Karuk Tribe's initial comments on the draft
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environnental inpact statenent and fee-to-trust
application before you and state clearly that the
Karuk Tri be objects to this action for both
governnmental and environnental reasons.

Contrary to the comments you heard
earlier, approval of this proposed application
woul d absolutely decimate the Karuk Tribe's ability
to fulfill its obligations to its peopl e.

The Karuk Tri be is headquartered at Happy
Canp, in an extrenely renpote area of Northern
California, and has only a small tribal trust |and
base. The Karuk Tribe has over 3700 nenbers, and
the tribal governnment is charged w th providing
t hese nmenbers with essential services and
protecting their general welfare.

The tribe had no feasible opportunity to
benefit under the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act
until the tribe was able to acquire and convey into
trust for gamng a snmall parcel of |and near Yreka,
California, within the tribe's traditional
territory and close to Interstate 5 a few mles
south of the California-O egon border, just down
the road fromthis proposed project before you.

My comments tonight are focused only on a

few key i ssues; however, our concerns regarding
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this application run deep; and these comments w ||
be suppl enmented with additional witten coments.

First, the departnment has thus far failed
to consider all of the tribal comunities inpacted
by this decision, including the Karuk Tri be.

The Karuk Tri be has previously requested
pursuant to 25 CFR Part 292.2 that the Bureau of
I ndian Affairs and the Assistant Secretary of
I ndian Affairs, as the Karuk Tribe's trustee,
consult with the Karuk Tri be concerning the
pr oposed acqui sition. However, we have not yet
recei ved a response to this request.

The departnment's trust and consultation
obligations are not limted to the applicant tri be,
and it is not limted by state boundaries. |Its
obligations are owed to all federally-recogni zed
tribes and in this instance the tribal communities
that will be disrupted by the proposed project.

Only in consultation would the Karuk Tribe
be able to share detail ed, confidential infornmation
about the likely extent to which approval of either
Alternative A or Bin the EIS would be adversely --
woul d adversely inpact the Karuk Tribe's ability
and resources to neet the current and future needs

of its citizens and governnment for the next three
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decades and the extent to which the lives of the
Karuk citizens would be inpacted.

Second, the scope of your analysis is too
narrow and out of date. The scoping for the
anal ysis of inpacts fromthis project occurred
ei ght years ago and never resulted in a final
docunent .

That 2015 scopi ng process could not and
did not consider significantly changed
ci rcunstances to the region since 2015, i ncl uding
t he 2018 openi ng of our Rain Rock Casino |l ess than
an hour away, the region's wldfires, the threat of
future wldfires, as well as the inpacts of the
COVI D-19 pandenmic. All of these itens have
significantly altered the denographics and
econom cs of the region, raising border inpacts
concerns and environnental justice concerns not
present during the 2015 scopi ng process.

The departnent is obligated to take a hard
| ook at all the inpacts that woul d occur as a
result of its discretionary decision. Under
current scope of analysis --

THE MODERATOR: M. Attebery?

MR, ATTEBERY: Yes.

THE MODERATOR:  Coul d you pl ease concl ude

103

BARKLEY
PUBLIC MEETING Court R;portels




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

your comments?

MR ATTEBERY: Il wll. Wth all due
respect, 1'll ask that you hear ne out. | do know
that the Coquille chairwoman was allotted a | ot
nmore tinme than the three mnutes. | will finish as
qui ckly as | can.

We urge the departnment to pause its
anal ysi s and conduct a renewed scoping report to
nore appropriately guide the NEPA review. Only
t hen should a draft EIS be circulated for public
coment .

Third, when this project was previously
proposed, the departnent determ ned that it was
unabl e to approve the application for an abundance
of reasons, including the Coquille Tribe had not
made a convi ncing case that the project provided
needed benefits to the Coquille Tribe and that the
nmeager benefits did not outweigh the significant
I mpacts to surrounding jurisdictions, the
di sruption of the well-established bal ance of
nunmber of casinos in Oregon and the potential for
expansi on of gam ng agai nst the wi shes of the State
and its elected officials.

These concerns have increased since that

time, and the inpacts to jurisdiction nmust include
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i npacts to regional tribes, |ike Karuk;

nmuni cipalities, including the Gty and County of
Yreka, which benefit fromservice agreenents wth
our people; and the soci oecononm c i npacts of these
and ot her communities.

The proposed project will only take jobs
and incone fromothers in the region. This
project, if permtted to nove forward as proposed,
will hanstring the Karuk Tribe's ability to provide
prograns and services to our nenbers, to protect
t he public safety and general welfare of our
menbers, and to main infrastructure.

In short, this project's approval wll
interfere with the Karuk Tribe's sovereignty by
I npedi ng our ability to self-govern in a way we
have determ ned wll best serve our nenbers and
| ocal community.

Mor eover, the specter of this project
bei ng approved in the future creates a real and
present danger for our planning and governi ng
capabilities.

| urge the departnent to do as it
previously did in 2020 and decline to accept the
Medford |l and into trust and renove this cloud over

our comunity. You have anple basis for this
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determ nati on wi thout the cost of |abor of an
envi ronnent al i npact statenent.

| urge that you do not close your eyes to
t he Karuk and regional people that wll be inpacted
by your decision. These inpacts will only be seen
and consi dered by pausi ng your current process and
I ncreasi ng the scope of analysis by conducting a
new, proper scoping peri od.

Thank you for your tinme and consi deration.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Stephen Beckham

MR. BECKHAM M nane is Stephen Dow
Beckham

| have worked on fee-to-trust | and
determ nations in Oegon, Washington, California,
Ckl ahoma, Illinois, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and
Ar kansas; and never have | seen a case of nore
bl atant, gl aring reservati on-shoppi ng than the
proposal of the Coquille Tribe to reach 168 niles
from North Bend, Oregon into the treaty cession
area of the Rogue R ver tribes to try to justify a
second casi no and entertai nnent venue.

This strikes ne as wongheaded.

Chai rman Meade and tri bal nenber Barton

bot h deplored term nation; yet if one | ooks at the
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hi story of the Coquille Tribe, the tribal counci
endorsed termnation in the 1950s as part of its
effort to receive its distribution of a |and clains
case. The Karuk, Cow Creek, Tol owa and ot her
tribes who are affected by this proposal did not
endorse termnation in the 1950s.

It's very inportant that beyond the EIS,
that the Departnent of the Interior consider the
ram fications of the Coquille Restoration Act of
June 28, 1989. That | aw gave the Secretary of
Interior discretion to take land into trust. But
that law did not in any way anend or contravene the
clause in | GRA, passed the previous Cctober, 1988,

t hat defined how a restored tribe can gain
rescored -- restored | ands for the purpose of
gamn ng.

The Interior Departnent cannot restore
sonet hi ng that never existed. The Coquille Tribe

was not an aboriginal tribe in the Rogue River

Valley. It lived over on the coast of O egon.
This project wll have del eterious inpacts
on nei ghboring tribes. | worked on the

fee-to-trust determ nation for Cow Creek between
1984 and ' 86. I was the ethnohistorian for the

Karuk Tri be on the Rain Rock Casino project in
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Yreka, California. This inpact or the inpacts of
the Coquille casino wll underm ne the delivery of
services to the Karuk, the Klamath, the Tol owa, the
Smth R ver and the Cow Creek peoples; all so that
another tribe from North Bend, Oregon can have a
second casino and hotel. This is wongheaded.

| oppose the Propositions or Options A and
B that are enunerated in this ElI S

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Barbara Duey. Barbara
Duey, pl ease unnute yourself.

Bar bara Duey, if you're having technical
difficulties, please call the nunber on the
screen -- oh.

MR. DUEY: Do you get ne here?

THE MODERATOR  Yes.

MR, DUEY: Ckay.

This i s Lance Duey.

I"'min favor of the Proposition A there.
| think the econom c inpact would be very good. |
know -- we |ive over on the coast, and we have a
coupl e casi nos over here. And all the help they've
done to the town, the roads, the special activity

t hey' ve done have hel ped trenendously. So |
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believe it'd be a good thing for it.

That's all. Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Bob Khos. Pl ease
unnut e yoursel f.

MR KHOS: Hello. This is Bob Khos.

THE MODERATOR Hell o. Please provide
your comments.

MR, KHOS: Thank you.

| want to comment that |I'mfor the

proposal for the Coquille Tribe and its inpact, it

S

positive inpact that it wll have on the econom cs

for Jackson County and the Medford region.

The area, as you know, is strife when it

cones to jobs for -- that pay consistently and are

avail able at a higher pay rate. And | think that
there's a great inpact in terns of what it wll
bring in to the region that's grow ng year over
year and its future with its expansion in terns of
what features and options it provides to the
citizens.

So I'm again, for the proposal and hope
to see it cone through. | -- and |I've been in
Oregon since 1991 and excited to see this growth

opportunity.
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Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: The next speaker is Holly
M chael s.

M5. M CHAELS: Good evening. Are you able
to hear ne?

THE MODERATOR  Yes, we are.

M5. M CHAELS: Wbnderful. Thank you.

My nane is Holly Mchaels, and | amthe
director of operations for Representative Christine
Goodwi n of House District 4. And | amgoing to be
reading a letter on her behalf that she wote and
wanted to have shared this evening.

"I amwiting in the position as O egon
State Representative for House District 4, which
covers the southern region of Oregon, from
Canyonville to Central Point, in opposition to the
off-reservation casino that the Coquille Tribe is
attenpting to establish in the Gty of Mdford.

"The draft environmental inpact statenent
open for comment exposes how this casi no woul d
benefit only one tribe, the Coquille, to the
detrinment of other tribes in the Pacific Northwest.
The Cow Creek Band of Unpqua Tri be of | ndians would
| ose at | east 25 percent of its revenue from

gam ng, which is a conservative estinmate, and could
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be nearly tw ce that.

"The Cow Creek Tribe is a | eadi ng enpl oyer
I n Douglas County, creating jobs for primary
nontribal residents in the region. They pay |iving
wages with benefits in a rural part of our state
that cannot afford to | ose jobs. A 25 percent cut
or nore in revenues would result in job | osses and
| ost revenues critical for tribal governnent
services, putting nore denmand on | ocal gover nment
servi ces.

"The Cow Creek Tribe is also a strong
partner with our comunity. For exanple, the
tribal police departnent works in a
gover nnent -t o- governnment relationship to not only
respond to public-safety issues on tribal |and, but
to fund two full-tinme positions with our sheriff's
departnent and al so provi de added capacity for
emer gency response throughout the county, which is
desper ately needed.

"During the pandem c, the tribe provided
PPE when hospitals needed it. 1In addition, they
have donated mllions over the | ast decade to
support nonprofits fighting food insecurity,
educati on and housing needs. The tribe al so hel ped

fund a wng at Asante to expand access to critical
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behavi oral - heal th care our regi on needs.

"All of this is at stake, and nmuch nore,
if this project is approved.

"Contrary to what the project proponents
suggest, this issue is about sonething other than
t he conmpetition in the market. Oregon has been
deliberate in its policies to bal ance governnent al
ganbling as a neans to generate revenue for either
tribal governnments or State governnent. Tribes are
permtted to have a casino on their reservation as
regul ated by the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act and
In conpact with the State of Oregon. The State
lottery is the other form of gam ng permtted.

"However, if the BI A approves this project
t hrough the restored | ands exenption, this would be
the first off-reservation casino in Oregon. It
woul d set a precedent for Coquille to purchase
private lands with no ancestral ties into trust in
their five-county service areas and sprinkle |arge
and smal | casi nos across O egon.

"Furthernore, this project does not
require a conpact, which neans zero oversi ght or
accountability for |local and State government.

"Pl ease take all of these concerns into

consi der ati on.
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"The path is the wong path for O egon.
It woul d unhi nge our bal ance of ganbling and open
t he door to nmassive casino and ganbling expansi on
t hat our state doesn't want or need. This decision
shoul d be the decision of State and | ocal el ected
of ficials.

"Pl ease reject this application under the
restored | ands exenption and understand the
negati ve statew de social and econom c inpact this
proj ect would have, benefiting one tribe at the
expense of many ot hers.

"Si ncerely,

"Representative Christine Goodw n. "

Thank you for allowing ne to share that on
her behal f toni ght.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is M chael Brady.

MR BRADY: H . M nane's M ke Brady.
|'ve been a resident of the Rogue Valley for the
past -- about ten years now.

|*'m supporting the Coquille Tribe's
efforts to place a Cass Il gamng license in the
exi sti ng Roxy Ann Lanes.

You know, ny understanding is the Coquille

Tribe allocates all their revenue towards services
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for their tribal nenbers, you know, short of what's
donated to charitabl e organi zations. They' ve been
as active as any giving group in this community
since |'ve lived here.

And truthfully, it sounds |ike people are
maki ng this casino thing sound out to be a very,
very large property. And if you | ook at the plans,
it's the sane footprint that the Roxy Ann Lanes
al ready owns. And the Roxy Ann Lanes will still be
there. So, you know, the reality is it's --
doesn't look like it's that big of a property, yet
It's going to generate quite a bit of opportunity
for, you know, those of us that live here in the
Rogue Val | ey.

You know, | saw the anpunt of jobs it's
expected to create, both directly and indirectly,
and good jobs, too, ones with benefits and 401(k)s.
And if you spend any tinme down here, | think you'd
all agree that we're -- we could use those.

So, you know, if the tribe is -- indeed
they're in their legal right to devel op that
property out and it would acconplish their goals
of , you know, getting toward sel f-sufficiency,

t hen, you know, | don't see a reason why this

project isn't approved.
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So thank you. | appreciate you letting ne
speak ny m nd here.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Jen Procter Andrews.

M5. PROCTER ANDREWS:  ( Speaki ng tri bal
| anguage.) Hello, friends and cousins. M nane is
Jen Procter Andrews. |I'ma Coquille Indian person.
My relatives are the Mecumfamly. MW Mcumfamly
lives in Roseburg along the Umpqua River. |I'ma
tribal council representative for the Coquille
Tribe, and I'min favor of uphol ding the | aw and
novi ng this application forward.

I've been an Oregonian all ny life. MW
ancestors were Oregonians for mllennia before
anybody else laid claimto our lands, the territory
that woul d becone Oregon. M famly are
Oregonians, and ny child's an Oregonian. M/ son is
growi ng up knowing that his roots are right here
today in our lands in what we call Oregon; and we
w |l always be here, ny tribe and ny famly.

Despite the unratified treaties, the
I ndi an agents, the diseases, the wars, the boarding
school s, term nation, the allotnents and the
payoffs, we're still here. W're here as a

soverei gn nation, people who have been here since
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tine immenorial; and we plan to be here for
centuries to cone.

We're creating jobs, managi ng our | ands,
our forests, caring for our waters and our fi sh,
who are famly to us, just as our ancestors nanaged
Oregon lands for mllennia before Oregon or Jackson
County was even a concept.

We' ve heard nany nyt hol ogi es and opi ni ons
tonight, ternms |ike "greed" and "col oni ze" and

"reservation-shopping,” which is dramatic. People
who cannot pronounce our nane are tal king about our
right to reservation |ands. But none of that
applies here, because this is an environnment al
I npact heari ng.

The real environnmental inpact is the
Coquille Tri be provides for our people and
comunities. Qur nunber-one core value is
pronoting the health and well-being of tribal
menbers and our community. W take nmuch of the
burden off the County and State by providing health
care, education, job training, and other critical
soci al services to our people, other Native
Aneri can and Al aska Natives and the greater

community, creating a support network where others

have fail ed. We care for our |ands, our water and
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our communities in which we |live and do busi ness.
This is what the Coquill e peopl e do.

Follow the | aw, ook at the facts. And
t hank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

At this tinme, there are no additional
hands raised. If you would |ike to make a

statenent, please raise your hand by pressing the

hand icon in the |Iower right-hand of your screen or

star 9 if you are joining by phone.

Thi s i ncludes anybody who has al ready
spoken and would |ike additional tine to speak.
Pl ease rai se your hand.

At this time | would like to ask phone
nunber 4552.

MR. CORNETT: Yes. Can you hear ne?

THE MODERATOR: Yes. You have an
addi ti onal three m nutes.

MR. CORNETT: Thank you.

I'"'m Chris Cornett, an enrolled nenber of
t he Choctaw Nation, Gkl ahona.

I've lived here 69 years, and | don't
understand why there's no recognition for the
natives that have been born here and

have historical roots here are never in the
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equation. | believe the processes to be failed and
the environnmental inpact statenent just to be
irrelative.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.

Next speaker, Chairnman Brenda Meade. You
have an addi ti onal three m nutes.

MS. MEADE: Thank you.

Again, this is Brenda Meade, chairman for
the Coquille Tribe.

And | just want to take a nonent to say
t hank you to everyone for your tine tonight, for
giving comments and participating in this public
heari ng.

W want everyone to know that we are
listening to all the comments that are bei ng nade
to understand the fears that we hear from other
tribes. But the truth is we all must grow and to
take care of our people as a sovereign nation.

And we | ook to the BI A and the Depart nent
of Interior to uphold the prom ses nade to us by
Congress and to follow the | aws, because the truth
is we have the right to place land into trust. And
we | ook forward to our next steps in this process.

Thank you.
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THE MODERATOR: The next speaker is
Al exandri a Jones.

MR FLORES: Hello. M nane's Jose
Flores. 1've lived in Phoenix, O egon and was born
her e.

| support the Coquille Tribe and woul d
| i ke the casino to boost enpl oynent and
sustainability for the Native Anerican tri be.

Thank you.

THE MODERATOR: Next speaker is Wayne
Shamel .

MR. SHAMMVEL: Yes. Thank you for the
time.

I"mcurious if there has been any anal ysis
of treaty-line delineations or treaty-right
boundaries in the area covered by the environnental
st udy.

THE MODERATOR: M. Shammel, this is an
opportunity to provide coment. Your comrents and
questions will be responded to in the final EIS.

MR. SHAMMVEL: Thank you very nuch.

THE MODERATOR: If there is any additional
peopl e who woul d like to speak, who would |i ke an
additional three m nutes, please raise your hand

now. |If you' re on a phone, you can rai se your hand
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by pressing star 9.

Thank you, everyone who joi ned the hearing
tonight. W appreciate your comments. W'l now
be ending the public hearing. Good night.
(Wher eupon the proceedi ngs were
concl uded at 8:07 p.m)
---000- - -
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