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REMOTE VI A ZOOM DECEMBER 15, 2022
---000- - -

MR. HAUG  Good evening. The Bureau of
I ndian Affairs wel cones you to this public hearing
for the draft environnental inpact statenment, or
DElIS, prepared for the Coquille Indian Tribe
fee-to-trust and gamng facility project in the
Gty of Medford, O egon.

My nane is Brian Haug. | amthe regi ona
scientist for the Northwest Regional O fice of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Division of Environnental
& Cul tural Resource NManagenent, or DECRM based in
Portl and, Oregon. The Bureau of Indian Affairs, or
BIA for short, is the primary federal agency
charged with carrying out the United States trust
responsibility to Anerican Indian and Al aska Native
peopl es and al so nai ntai ning the federal
gover nnent -t o- government relationship with
federal |l y-recogni zed tri bes.

QG her BI A participants present at this
eveni ng's hearing include DECRM s team of Tobi ah
Mogaver o, National Environnental Policy Act, NEPA,
coordi nator; Al exander Sheroki, environnental
protection specialist; Eirik Thorsgard, regional

archaeol ogi st; and the BIA EIS consultants, Acorn
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Envi r onnent al .

Pl ease note, this hearing is al so being
presented wth cl osed captioning for the
hearing-inpaired. To activate this feature, please
click your nouse on the cl osed captioning icon at
t he bottom of your screen.

The purpose of tonight's hearing is to
facilitate public review and comments on the draft
ElS for the proposed fee-to-trust acquisition of a
2.4-acre parcel in the Cty of Medford and the
subsequent proposed operation of a gamng facility
on the sane parcel by the Coquille Indian Tribe.

If the BI A approves the fee-to-trust
acquisition, it will hold the property in trust for
the tribe, allowing for the devel opnent of a gam ng
facility on the site.

As part of this acquisition, the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act, also known as NEPA,
requi res that the BI A conduct environnental
conpl i ance revi ew before deci ding whet her to accept
|l and into trust.

The DEI S has been prepared as an
i medi ate -- internediate step in this
environnental review process. BIA published the

draft EI'S on Novenber 25th, 2022, along with a
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notice of availability, NOA then announced a
45-day public review period.

In response to several requests, the
comment period for the DEIS is being extended by
the BIA for an additional 45 days and will now

cl ose on February 23rd, 2023.

The BIA will also hold a second public
heari ng on January 31st, 2023. It should be noted
that the BIAw |l not be presenting any new or

updated information in the second hearing beyond
the topics covered in tonight's hearing, so there
no need for individuals to attend both neeti ngs.
Addi ti onal information regarding the
ext ended revi ew peri od and second hearing can be
found on the project website, which is
www. coqui | | e-ei s. com
The purpose of tonight's hearing is to

facilitate public review and coments on the draft

S

EIS. W wll consider all comments received during
t he public coment period; and then we will publish
afinal EIS, FEIS, which will include responses to

all substantive comrents.

If you'd |like to provide a spoken commrent

at the hearing tonight, please use the Zoom "Rai se

Hand" function. To raise your hand, click the
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"Rai se Hand" synbol at the bottom of your screen
or, if you're joining by phone, enter star 9. This
wlill place you in line to speak.

W wi il take speakers in the order that

their hands are raised. Wen it is your turn to

speak, we'll call your nane and unnute your
connection so you can give your conment. Everyone
wll be given three mnutes to make their remarks

to ensure everyone has the opportunity to speak.
Pl ease renenber to select star 9 again once you
have spoken, and this will |ower your raised hand.

Pl ease note, a public hearing is not the
best forumfor | engthy comments due to the tine
constraints. If you have a |l engthy coment, we
encourage you to submt a witten letter.

All comments w il receive equal weight
whet her they are spoken or witten. W have a
st enographer here that will record your spoken
comments word for word so they can be consi dered
fully as comments on the official record.

Pl ease understand that the purpose of
tonight's hearing is to not have -- is to not have

a question-and-answer session or a debate of any

kind. W wll not respond to questions or engage
i n debat e. I nstead, we are here to listen and to
6
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docunent your connents.

Now we have asked our EI S consultants,
Acorn Environnental, to provide you wth a brief
presentation on the proposed action, its purpose
and need and the alternatives analyzed in the EI S
and the EI'S process.

M5. M NER  Thank you. And good eveni ng.
As noted by M. Haug, we will be going over the
pur pose of this public hearing and giving an
overvi ew of the process under the Nati onal
Envi ronnental Protection Act, commobnly known as
NEPA; the proposed action and alternatives; the
environnental inpacts identified in the draft EIS,
and the next steps in the NEPA process. Finally,
we will address how to make comments on the draft
El S.

The purpose of the hearing tonight is to
obtain public comments and feedback on the draft
environnental inpact statenent, also known as a
draft EIS, prepared for the Coquille Indian Tribe
fee-to-trust and gamng facility project, which
Wil be referred to as the "proposed project”
during this presentation.

It should be noted that public feedback

and input is an integral part of the NEPA process,
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which will be explained in later detail in the
presentation.

However, first sone detail on the proposed
background and the proposed project.

NEPA requires federal agencies to take
i nto account the environnental inpacts of federal
actions and resulting projects prior to their
I mpl enent ati on. Environnental inpact statenents,
whi ch can be abbreviated to EIS, are required for
maj or federal actions that have a potential to
significantly inpact the quality of the
envi ronnent .

In this case, the Coquille tribe has
subm tted an application to the BlI A requesting that
the Departnent of the Interior take approxinately
2.4 acres located in the Gty of Medford into
federal trust for gam ng purposes in accordance
wth the Indian Gam ng Regulatory Act. This is a
pr oposed action being considered by the BIA.

Once the property is in trust, the tribe
proposes to renodel the existing bowing alley on
t he proposed trust property into a gamng facility.
The tribe will al so develop parcels to the north
that they own in fee for surface parking.

The federal purpose and need for the
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proposed action is to facilitate tri bal
sel f-sufficiency, self-determ nation and econom c
devel opnent to satisfy both the BIA s
| and- acqui sition policy and the principal goals of
t he I ndi an Gami ng Regul atory Act.

This slide illustrates the key parts in
t he NEPA process. Scoping is the first step of the
process and is considered the information-gathering
stage. The scoping process is initiated with a
rel ease of a notice of intent, or NO. During the
scopi ng stage, input that is related to the
project, alternatives and environnental analysis is
obtained fromthe public and agenci es.

After the scoping period ends, a draft EI S
I's prepared based on the information obtained and
Is then rel eased for public review and conment.
Comments obtained during this review period are
consi dered and responded to in the final EIS. This
final EISis released to the public during a 30-day
waiting period prior to the rel ease and deci sion on
the project, which is summarized in a record of
decision, or a ROD. The ROD marks the end of the
NEPA process.

The NO that began the scoping process was

publ i shed on January 15th, 2015. The scoping
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period itself lasted from January 15th to March
19t h, 2015. During that period, a scoping conment
public hearing was held on February 23rd, 2015.
Afterwards, a scoping report that summari zed the
comments received during the scoping comment peri od
and the project alternatives was published in June
2015.

The draft EI'S was rel eased on Novenber
25t h, 2022, with the extended conmment period for
t hi s docunent cl osing on February 23rd, 2023. The
final EIS will be available for view ng during the
m ni num wai ti ng period of 30 days. Then, at | east
30 days after publication of the final EI'S, the Bl A
W ll issue a record of deci sion.

Now, we will see an overview of the draft
EISitself. As seen on this slide, the conponents
of the draft EIS are organized into ei ght chapters
w th an additional section for the executive
summary, which is not shown on this slide. An
overvi ew of the proposed project and the
alternatives to the proposed project will be shown
on the follow ng slides.

This map shows the | ocation of the
proposed project that is known as the Medford site,

which the site is located in the | ower right-hand
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corner of this map. The Medford site is |ocated
W thin the incorporated boundaries of the Gty of
Medf ord, adjacent to the northeastern boundary of
Oregon State H ghway 99, al so known as Sout h
Paci fi c Hi ghway and South Ri versi de Avenue.

In addition, the map shows the | ocations
of the two other alternative sites: the
approxi mately 49. 34-acre property known as the
Phoeni x site that is in the sane corner as the
Medford site, and the |l ocation of the existing MII
Casi no, which is located in the upper |eft-hand
corner.

The Phoenix site is |ocated off North
Phoeni x Road northeast of the Cty of Phoenix in
Jackson County; and the existing MII Casino is
| ocated at 3201 Trenont Street in the Cty of North
Bend, Coos County.

This figure is a zooned-in map of the
Medf ord site and Phoenix site, which can be seen in
cl oser detail now.

The Medford site is currently devel oped
wth a bowing alley and two parking | ots; and
near by devel opment mainly consists of commerci al,
wth the exception of single-famly hones | ocated

to the north of the site. The Medford site i s
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zoned for regional and heavy commerci al
devel opnent .

The Phoenix site, on the other hand, is
zoned for exclusive farmuse under the Jackson
County conprehensive plan; and it is also within
t he Phoeni x-5 urban reserve area of the G eater
Bear Creek Vall ey RPS pl an.

This slide shows the alternatives exam ned
in the draft EIS. There are four alternatives in
total, which will be described in sequential order
starting with Alternative A

Alternative A, the proposed project,

I ncl udes the before-nentioned transfer of 2.4 acres
of land into trust. It also includes retrofitting
and renodel i ng the existing Roxy Ann Lanes bow i ng
alley into an approxi mately 30, 300-squar e-f oot
gamng facility, which is approximately 7, 000
square feet larger than the existing bowing alley.
A bar/deli and support services would be included
in the gamng facility.

Pot abl e water woul d continue to be
provi ded by the Medf ord Water Conm ssion; and the
tribe would continue to pay water service fees,

i ncl udi ng paying for upgrades if necessary.

Simlarly, wastewater treatnment and di sposal woul d
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be provided by the current wastewater-coll ection
system serving the Medford site, Rogue Valley Sewer
Servi ces.

The Gty of Medford would continue to
provi de | aw enforcenent and fire-protection
services to the Medford site, with the tribe
intending to work with the Gty of Medford to enter
an agreenent for the provision of these services
and appropri ate conpensati on.

During construction, it is anticipated
t hat approxi mately 183 oneti ne enpl oynent
opportunities woul d be generated. And when the
project is operational, it is anticipated to
requi re 229 enpl oyees.

This figure shows the site plan for the
proposed project. The approximately 7-acre Medford
site is shown wwth a red border, and the 2.4-acre
portion of the Medford site that is proposed to be
taken into trust is shown with a yell ow dashed
border. The existing bowing alley proposed to be
renovated into a gamng facility is |located on the
2.4-acre proposed trust parcel.

Additionally, at |east 520 surface parking
spaces woul d be established on the 2.4-acre trust

property with additional parking devel oped on the
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remai ning 4.8 acres of the Medford site that w ||
not be taken into federal trust.

This figure shows an architectural
rendering of the renovated bowing alley that wll
be used for a gamng facility under the proposed
pr oj ect .

Alternative B, the Phoenix site, is
simlar to Alternative A including the size of the
gamng facility. However, nore | and woul d be
transferred into trust, and the gamng facility
woul d be constructed as a new facility within an
approximately 7.8-acre area wthin the 49. 34-acre
Phoeni x site.

Pot abl e water woul d be provided fromthe
Gty of Phoeni x through an extension of the City's
facilities that would i nclude a new booster punp.
Wast ewat er services would be provided by the sane
provider as Alternative A but it wll require an
extensi on of a 12-inch sewer main north of Fern
Val l ey-Interstate 5 i nterchange al ong North Phoeni x
Road. The City of Phoeni x would provide | aw
enforcenent and fire-protecti on servi ces under
Al ternative B.

Alternative B is projected to create a

total of 206 onetime construction-rel ated jobs,
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whi ch is higher than Alternative A due to the
construction of a new facility. The new enpl oynent
opportunities during operation would be very
simlar to Alternative A due to the facility being
t he sane size.

This figure shows the site plan for
Alternative B. As shown here, the gamng facility
and par ki ng devel opment would occur in the eastern
portion of the Phoenix site. The proposed
extensions to the existing water and wast ewat er
facilities are shown as dashed bl ue and purple
| i nes respectively.

The | ast alternative wth devel opnent,
Alternative C, expansion of the MII Casino,
consi sts of expanding the tribe's existing M|
Casi no by approxinmately 5,000 square feet on the
10. 95-acre MII Casino site. Unlike the other two
alternatives discussed, a fee-to-trust acquisition
woul d not be necessary for Alternative C because
the MIIl Casino is on land that is already in
federal trust for the tribe and is authorized for
gam ng under the Indian Gam ng Regul atory Act as
restored | ands.

Wat er and wast ewat er services would

continue to be provided by Coos Bay-North Bend
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Water Board and City of North Bend respectively.
Law enforcenent and fire-protection services would
continue to be provided by the Cty of North Bend.

New oper ati onal enpl oynent opportunities
woul d be approximately 84 in total, which is |less
than the other alternatives.

This figure shows the site plan for
Alternative C. The shaded corner towards the
center to the right is where the proposed expansion
woul d occur.

Wth the last alternative, Alternative D,
no action/ no devel opnent, no land will be taken
into trust for the benefit of the tribe and no
change in the current |and use of the alternative
site |l ocations would occur. Consequently, none of
t he adverse or beneficial effects identified under
the other project alternatives would be antici pated
to occur.

Wth an overvi ew of the project
alternatives done, we shall reviewthe
environnental topics analyzed wiwthin the draft EIS
for each alternative. The draft EIS provides a
description of both the affected environnment and
t he envi ronnental consequences associated with the

I ssue areas shown on the slide that may occur as a
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result of the alternatives.
The draft EIS identifies a nunber of best

managenent practices and mtigation nmeasures to

avoid or reduce the potential adverse environnental

effects resulting fromthe alternatives.

For the sake of brevity, this presentation

only sumuari zes mtigation neasures identified for
Alternative AL For a full description of the

m tigation neasures, please refer to Section 5 of
the draft EIS.

To prevent inpacts associated with soil
erosion and water quality, the tribe would conply
wth the National Pollutant Di scharge Elimnation
System General Construction Permit requirenents.

Thi s includes the preparation of a stornwater

pol l ution prevention plan, which would require that

best managenent practices are inplenmented during
construction, such as the use of hay wattles and
covering stockpiles, to prevent siltation and
contam nati on of runoff.

To further prevent potential effects to
wat er resources, the tribe wll use | owi npact

devel opnent neasures for operational stormater

conveyance, retention and treatnent, including the

installation of either vegetated bioretention
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swal es or a distributed pervious strip system
t hroughout the site, and will mnimze water usage.
Air-quality effects would be reduced
t hrough the inpl enmentation of
fugitive-dust-prevention neasures during
construction and other neasures to reduce
air-pollutant and greenhouse-gas em ssions, such as
limting equi pnent and vehicle idling tine,
encour agi ng enpl oyee and patron rideshare prograns
and using energy-efficient lighting, air and
heati ng systens.
Bi ol ogi cal -resource i npacts woul d be
simlarly reduced with the National Poll utant
D scharge Elim nati on System General Construction
Permt.
Additionally, while the project site is
heavi |y di sturbed, ornanmental trees and shrubs in
t he area do provide suitable nesting sites for
m gratory birds. Therefore, the draft EI S requires
t hat preconstructi on surveys be conducted for
nesting magratory birds and, if found, avoided.
Wiile there are no known cul tural
resources wthin the project site, the draft EI' S
recomrends nonitoring by a qualified archeol ogi st

during earth-noving activities. |In the event of an
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I nadvertent discovery, work woul d stop and the
appropri ate agency and tri be would be notified.

Rel ated to soci oeconom cs, while nost
econom c and fiscal inpacts were determ ned to be
positive, the tribe will inplenent policies to help
pr obl em ganbl ers in accordance with State conpact
requi renents.

Several traffic-mtigation neasures are
proposed to reduce traffic-related i npacts when the
project is operational and in the cunul ati ve year
of 2042. As can be seen on the slide, the
I mprovenents would primarily occur al ong H ghway 99
and woul d i nclude paying a fair-share contri bution
for certain roadway segnents, such as the segnent
bet ween South Pacific H ghway and Garfield Street.

To prevent conflicts wth surrounding | and
uses, the proposed project wll install |ight
fixtures so that they would not shed |ight off of
the Medford site and signage will be designed to be
conpati ble with the buil di ngs.

In addition, the tribe will inplenent best
managenent practices and mtigation nmeasures to
reduce noise and traffic inpacts that may affect
surroundi ng | and uses.

Measures to reduce potential inpacts to
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public services primarily consi st of reducing

i mpacts to | aw enforcenment and fire
protection-services. Mtigation neasures include
installing sufficient Iighting and maki ng annual
paynents to the Gty of Medford Police and Fire
Depart nents.

In addition, a mtigation neasure woul d
ensure that waste generated fromthe proposed
project would be recycled to the extent feasible in
addition to utilizing environnmental |l y-preferable
mat eri al s.

Noi se generated during the construction
operation could disturb nearby sensitive receptors;
and, therefore, mtigation neasures are proposed in
bot h phases of the proposed project.
Constructi on-noi se-reducti on neasures incl ude
limting construction hours and encl osing all
di esel generator sites with encl osures.

Oper ational noi se woul d be reduced through
shi el ding heating, ventilation and air-condition
systens and nmounting them on roofs.

Measures to reduce the potential for
I npacts associated with hazardous material s include
foll ow ng best managenent practices for filling and

servi cing construction equi pnent and vehi cl es,

20

BARKLEY
PUBLIC MEETING Court R;portels



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

usi ng hazardous materials in accordance with
appl i cabl e regul atory agency protocols and

I npl enenting a series of procedures if contam nated
soil is discovered.

These procedures include stopping work,
follow ng U S. EPA gui dance on sanpling and
remedi ati on and constructi on personnel weari ng
per sonal protective equi pnent and foll ow ng proper
decont am nati on procedur es.

Finally, best managenent practices to
address potential effects associated with
aesthetics and the introduction of additional
| i ghting include placenment of |ights on buil dings
so as not to cast light or glare offsite; use of
shielding for all outdoor lighting so as to ensure
It is downcast; use of tiners tolimt lighting to
necessary tines and insul ation of nonreflective,
| ow- gl are glass on all exterior glass.

A hard-copy version of the draft EI'S can
be reviewed at the Medford branch library of
Jackson County Library Services, |located at 205
South Central Avenue, Medford, Oregon 97501. A
digital copy can be revi ewed and downl oaded from
t he project website at ww. coquille-eis.com

Al comments on the draft EIS are due to
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the Bl A by February 23rd, 2023. After the public
review and comment period on the draft EISis
closed, the BIAw Il prepare a final EIS that w |
I ncl ude responses to the comments recei ved and
revisions to the draft EIS. The final EIS will be
made available to the public for reviewin a
simlar manner as the draft EIS.

At | east 30 days after publication of the
final EIS, the BIAw Il issue a ROD. This ROD w ||
both mark the end of the NEPA process and specify
t he deci sion on whether or not to approve the
proposed acti on.

Witten comments on the draft EI'S can be
mai | ed or hand-delivered to the Bureau of Indian
Affairs Northwest Regional Ofice, whose address is
shown on this slide, or you can email comments to
coqui | | ecasi noei s@i a. gov. Wen submtting witten
comrents, please include "DEIS Comments, Coquille
Tri be Medford Ganming Facility Project” in the enni
subject line or at the top of a witten coment
letter.

For further information on anything
nmentioned in the presentation today and nore, you
can contact M. Brian Haug with the Bl A Nort hwest

Regi onal O fice via phone or email.
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This slide concludes the presentation.

MODERATOR: At this tine, we invite
partici pants wi shing to provide conmment to raise
their hand by selecting the "Raise Hand" icon on
the | ower right-hand of your screen if you are
joining by computer or by pressing star 9 if you
are joining by phone.

When it is your turn to speak, | wll cal
you by your screen nane or the last four digits of
your phone nunber. At that time, please unnute
yourself by clicking the m crophone icon at the
bottom of the screen or by pressing star 6 if you
are joining by phone.

Once you are unnuted, state your nane for

the record and then state your coment or question

for up to three m nutes.

When your tine is finished, | wll | ower
your hand and nute you agai n.

If you have trouble with your audio or
m cr ophone, please call (949) 861-5954 for
t echni cal assi stance.

Sone rem nders when maki ng your comments:
Pl ease speak as clearly as possi bl e when naki ng
your comment or question so that the stenographer

can record your comment as accurately as possible.
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Summari ze your main points and be as specific as
you can. |If you are joining by phone and conmputer,
pl ease nute your conputer speakers to avoid audio
f eedback.

The first speaker will be Chairnman Brenda
Meade of the Coquille Indian Tribe, and then we
wll call speakers in the order they raise their
hands.

M5. MEADE: Hello. Can you hear ne okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

M5. MEADE: Geat. Thank you.

| just first want to say (speaking tri bal
| anguage) greetings, friends. M nanme is Brenda
Meade, and | am chairman of the Coquille Indian
Tribe. And | am pleased that we are finally here
toni ght, reaching another ml estone in the federal
process on a road that has taken over ten years for
our federal trustees to begin the process prom sed
under federal |aw and regulations for us to place a
nmere 2.42 acres of land into trust here in our
community in Medford.

We are here toni ght because the United
States Departnent of Interior is considering ny
tribe's application to place 2.42 acres of land in

trust in Medford, Oregon for the Coquille Indian
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Tri be.

Qur goal has been to open a new venue
which wll add to our exciting entertai nnent canpus
In South Medford, creating jobs, entertai nnment
choices for our conmunity and an investnent that
will benefit all Jackson County residents.

A statute called the National
Envi ronnental Policy Act, or NEPA, applies to nost
federal agency decisions. NEPA is a procedural |aw
that directs federal agencies to assess the
environnental inpacts of their decisions. In sone
cases, the NEPA al so directs agencies to anal yze
alternatives to a proposed acti on.

For the Coquille Tribe' s application, the
U S. Departnent of Interior has conplied wth NEPA
by preparing a draft environnmental inpact study, or
DEI'S. The DEIS includes several studies prepared
by specialists in a variety of subject-matter
fields. The DEIS al so anal yzes alternatives to the
proposed gam ng facility and satisfies other NEPA
requi renents.

Today's hearing is an opportunity to
provide input on the information included in the
DEIS, including its supporting studies. This is

not supposed to be a forum about opini ons of
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gam ng, conpetition in the market or |iking or not
i king the formof entertai nnent we are appl ying
for. The DEIS has a specific list of inpacts that
wll be evaluated as part of this process.

W hope to hear comments based on data,
research and accurate facts so that together we can
devel op a project that benefits both the Medford
and Jackson County community and the Coquill e
Tri be.

I know t hat Jackson County, Medford and
the Coquille people win by having the Coquille
Tri be invest in business growh here and keep the
dollars in our comunity in Medford. | firmy
believe that it is better to keep jobs and revenues
here locally rather than exporting themout to
ot her places. For Medford and the Coquille Tribe,
the path to prosperity lies wthin our own
communi ty here.

The Coquille Tribe knows there are
opponents out there who are working to delay this
proj ect and deny our community and the tribe our
rights under the law. They fear conpetition. They
fear | osing power. These are not the cul tural
val ue of our people. Qur project and, as a result,

our community, has suffered del ays, unanswered
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questions and questionable political tactics from
the start.

We ask that the | aw be foll owed and the
NEPA process nove forward w t hout 1 nproper
i nfl uence.

Qur opponents try to sound altruistic, but
keepi ng conpetition out of our conmunity is never
beneficial for the consuner. This does not reflect
t he values of the tribe or the Medford comrunity.

We the Coquille, Medford and Jackson
County val ue each other; and we invest in each
other so that our famlies who Iive and work here
succeed together. W |ook forward to hearing from
each of you.

Agai n, thank you all for your tine and
attention. (Speaking tribal |anguage.)

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Terry Hansen. Pl ease
unnmut e yoursel f.

M5. HANSENN Hi. Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR: Yes, | can. Please provide
your comments.

M5. HANSEN: Thank you so nuch for
allowing ne to speak. M nane is Terry Hansen, as

you said, and I am opposed to the Coquille's
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bui |l ding of a Medford casino. | am a resident of
Jackson County, Oregon. | was born here in a house
that nmy grandfather built, and so this area is very
near and dear to ny heart. And | appreciate you
giving ne the tine to express ny opinion.

One of the reasons | oppose this casino
being built is because the initial notice of intent
for this casino was published in 2015. The
Coquill e Indian Tribe has nmade significant changes
to the project since then, and the scope of the
proj ect has changed. The scope of the DEIS should
be changed to reflect the entire devel opnent that
they intend to buil d.

Anot her reason | oppose this casino being
built is because the State of Oregon has al ready
established a "one tribe, one casino" agreenent
wth the nine federally-recognized tribes in
Or egon.

| al so oppose this casino being built
because | feel the information in the DEIS is
outdated. Many of the reports are from 2016, and
there has been very little done to update these
reports. Al of the reports should be updated, as
t here have been many changes in the world in the

| ast six years.
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In closing, | ask that you reject this
proposal . Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is M chael Rondeau.

Pl ease unmut e yoursel f.

MR, RONDEAU. Thank you.

My nane is M chael Rondeau. | amthe CEO
for the Cow Creek Band of Unpqua Tri be of I ndians.

And first of all, thank you for granting
t he addi tional hearing in January and extendi ng the
comrent peri od.

I'd like to start out with, |ike so many
tri bes, we struggle to neet our budgets. W don't
have a tax base; therefore, we rely on gan ng
revenues to provide business, diversification and
essential services to our nenbership. The proposed
casino wll cripple our ability to take care of our
own people, putting a burden on public services.

I f approved and the doors open, this wll
open the fl oodgates for additional casinos in the
state by this one tribe. The other tribes do not
enjoy that ability to open up second casi nos.

The casino is 150 mles fromtheir
reservation. The authors of the Coquille

Restoration Act, which they're using to justify
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this, have produced a | egislative history that
declare that this was never the intent when it was
passed.

| thank you for allowng ne to provide
t hese cocmments. W' |l be nmaking additional, nore
substantive comments witten. Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conment.

The next speaker is Carla Keene. Pl ease
unnut e yoursel f.

M5. KEENE: Hi. Can you hear ne okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes, | can.

MS. KEENE: G eat. Thank you.

My nane is Carla Keene, and I amthe
chairman of the Tribe Board of Directors of the Cow
Creek Band of Unpqua Tribe of I ndians.

In the interest of tine and to ensure that
everyone has a chance to comment, | wll keep ny
comments brief. W will be submtting substanti al
witten cocmments in addition to the comments that
you will hear here -- that you will hear tonight.

For tonight, | want to enphasize the
prof ound i npact Coquille's second casi no woul d have
on ny tribe and ny people. The DEIS contains a
very conservative estimate of the potenti al

econom c i npact on our Seven Feathers. It
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estimates revenue will decrease by 25 percent. It

also estimates it wll take 16 years for revenue
|l evels to return to normal. W fear that potenti al
I mpact will be even greater than these estimates.

The DEIS dism sses this inpact, stating
that increasing conpetition is not a significant
I mpact. However, Seven Feathers is our primry
source of governnental revenue. Decreasing the
revenue by 25 percent will result in inpacts that
go beyond nerely economic inpacts. It wll inpact
essenti al governnental services that the tribe
provides. It wll inpact our education prograns.
It will inmpact our ability to provide health care
and soci al services that nmany of our nenbers rely
upon. It will inpact our ability to provide
enpl oynent opportunities to our nmenbers.

We invest greatly in our surrounding
communities. The Unpqua | ndi an Foundation and the
tribe has given over $30 nmillion in grants in the
counties surrounding our tribe. W have devoted
significant funds towards the protection of the
environnent and fisheries' work in order to protect
the wild fish runs.

Al'l of these prograns and efforts are at

risk wth potential massive reductions in
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governnental revenue. The survival of our peopl e,
their health and welfare are at stake.

Accordingly, we respectfully request that
the Bl A take these very real human and
environnental inpacts into consideration when
anal yzi ng the proposed acti on.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Crystal Ansures.

Pl ease unmut e yoursel f.

M5. ANSURES: Hi. Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR:  Yes, we can.

MS. ANSURES: M nane is Crystal Ansures.
| am opposed to the Coquille Indian Tribe's
bui |l ding of a Medford casino. | am a resident of
Jackson County, Oregon. Thank you for giving ne
the opportunity to express ny opinion in this
matter.

The DEIS clains that the casino will not
result in unacceptable traffic operations and
states that no mtigation is necessary. | feel
that the DEIS is underestinmating the inpact that a
casi no woul d have on the traffic in Medford, and |
think there will be significant inpacts. The

traffic-inpact analysis drafted in 2019 needs to be
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updat ed beyond the two-page update that focuses
only on the hotel.

| also feel that the DEIS is
underestimating the inpact that a casino will have
on crine. The MII| Casino generates the nost
police calls for any one location in North Bend,
wth an average of 640 calls annually. A casino in
Medford will significantly increase the rate of
crine.

The DEIS calls for paynments to the Medford
Police Departnment to mitigate the increasing crine,
but that doesn't account for the inpact on | ocal
residents. | think the DEIS dism sses the inpacts
to residents as | ess than significant.

Qur area has been through a lot in the
| ast few years. For ne, essentially it cones down
to "one tribe, one casino,"” which the State of
Oregon has agreed to, and the fact that the
Coquille Indian Tribe has no ancestral ties to this
ar ea.

Finally, | urge you to closely eval uate
the concerns raised by the |ocal comunity and
ultimately reject this proposal. Sincerely, thank
you, Crystal.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conment.
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The next speaker is Heather Vick. Please
unmut e yoursel f.

MS. VICK: Hi. M nane is Heather. | am
opposed to the Coquille Indian Tribe's building of
a Medford casino. | ama resident of Jackson
County, Oregon, and thank you for giving ne the
opportunity to express ny opinion in this matter.

In my opinion, the BIA should try to
encourage public participation. The timng of this
bei ng publi shed does not | eave the average person
enough tine to read the 2,000-page DEI'S and prepare
comments for this neeting. |In the future, when the
Bl A sets the schedule for reviewing this project,
it should provide the public with nore tine.

The DEIS estimates that the Coquille
casino wll decrease the governnental revenue of
the Cow Creek Tri be by 25 percent. This wll
negati vely inpact the tribe and its peopl e by
forcing the tribe to substantially decrease the
services it provides.

My tri be provides educational, health
care, social services, elder-care progranms and
enpl oynent opportunities to its nenbership. Al of
t hese prograns are now at risk. The inpact to the

tribe and its peopl e cannot be under st at ed.
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The Cow Creek Unpqua Tribe is just one of
the many tribes that would be affected by the
building of this casino in Medford. The Coquille's
second casi no has the potential to negatively
i npact a huge popul ation of tribal people.

The Coquille Tribe does not have any
ancestral ties to the Medford area. Allow ng the
Coquille Tribe to build a casino 180 mles fromits
reservation is an -- is -- in an area where it does
not have any ancestral ties unfairly benefits the
Coquille to the detrinent of other tribes in the
area that do have ancestral ties.

Pl ease take the | ocal comunity and their
concerns seriously, as | amvoicing -- as | amin
voi ci ng ny opi nion and asking you to reject the
casi no proposal. Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Dan Courtney. Please
unnmut e yoursel f.

MR. COURTNEY: Can you hear ne okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR, COURTNEY: Ckay.

My nanme is Dan Courtney. | serve on the
Tri bal Board of Directors for the Cow Creek Band of

Umpqua Tri be of | ndi ans.
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The DEIS fails to consider the legality of
the Coquille's proposal. Coquille's second casino
shoul d be subject to the two-part determ nation
process under |IGRA. The two-part determ nation
process requires consultation with state and | ocal
officials, including other nearby Indian tribes; a
determ nation that the gam ng establishment wll be
in the best interest of the surrounding community
and approval fromthe Governor.

Coquill e seeks to avoid this process,
arguing that the restored | ands exception applies
to their application. However, Coquille's
Iinterpretation of IGRA is contrary to the purpose
of the restored | ands exception. The restored
| ands excepti on was not intended to advant age one
tribe to the detrinent of other tribes. It was
Intended to place tribes in an equal position to
ot her tri bes.

If the proposed action goes forward, it
w il nmean that Coquille has the authority to take
| ands into trust for gam ng purposes wthin any of
the five counties in their service area, including
Coos, Curry, Dougl as, Jackson and Lane Counti es.

If Coquille is allowed to use the restored

| ands exception, it would set a dangerous
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precedent, allowing the tribes to establish gam ng
establishnents far away from | ands where they share
any geographic or historical connection.

If Coquille wshes to conplete the
proposed action, it should be required to pursue
the two-part determ nation. This is the process
that all other tribes nust go through. Ensuring
that Coquille conpletes the two-part determ nation
process will put Coquille on par with all the other
tribes, which is what Congress i ntended.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Travis Mackie. Please
unnut e yoursel f.

MR MACKIE: Hello. Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR:  Yes, we can.

MR MACKIE: H . M nanme is Travis
Mackie. I1'mthe fisheries biologist for the Cow
Creek Band of Unpqua Tribe of | ndians.

There are many technical issues with the
DEIS. Today | wanted to highlight three issues
that are of particular concern to tribal fisheries.

First, the DEIS |ists the wong
evol utionary significant unit for the Medford and

Phoeni x sites. The DEIS lists the Oregon Coast
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coho. However, the relevant ESU is actually the
Sout hern Oregon/ Northern California Coast coho.

Second, the DEIS overlooks a critical
habitat. The DEIS states that the closest critical
habitat to Medford site is located 4.5 mles north.
However, this is sinply not true. Bear Creek is
considered critical habitat for SONCC coho and is
adj acent to the Medford site.

Finally, the DEIS descri bes Bear Creek as
"A potential anadronmous bearing stream"” However,
this is incorrect. Bear Creek is a well-known
anadr onous bearing stream Fall Chinook, sunmer
and w nter steel head, cutthroat trout and SONCC
coho, a species listed under their -- the
Endanger ed Species Act, are all present in Bear
Creek. This stream al so has an essential sal nonid
habi t at designation. Describing Bear Creek as "A
pot enti al anadromous bearing streant is an attenpt
to downplay the inpacts of the proposed action.

Overall, there are nmultiple oversights in
the DEIS. Before any -- the final EISis
publ i shed, the environmental analysis should be
carefully | ooked at, as it appears to us that the
anal ysis was rushed and full of nultiple errors.

Thank you.
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MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.
The next speaker is Lily Mdirgan. Pl ease

unmut e yoursel f.

M5. MORGAN. (Good evening. M nane is

Lily Morgan. | ama State Representative for House
District 3 in Oregon. | amhere to ask for support
of Alternative A as an option that wll bring

econom ¢ devel opnent to our area.

This site is a site that has served the
Rogue Vall ey for many years in a capacity for |arge
groups and gatherings. | have attended the Roxy
Ann bow ing, and there's been gaming in these areas
In the past. The parking lots are | arge enough to
handl e | arge groups.

But nost inportantly, this is an area that
was deeply inpacted by the wldfires and the urban
fires in 2020. And it's an area that is in
substanti al need of urban renewal.

This area of Jackson County has fallen
into disrepair, and the econonm c boost of not only
restoring the area to a higher econom c i npact
woul d al so provide jobs that would be essential to
our community. Recently ny community |ost 250
j obs.

Not all tribes are the sane. We have sone
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tribes in Oregon of the nine federally-recogni zed

that are larger than the others. But the Coquille

Tri be reaches out to the entire Sout hwest O egon

area and supports many events in our area and many

of our communities that are di sadvantaged and in
need of hel p.
This area is in the service area of

Sout hern Oregon University as well, and the

opportunity for the youth of the Coquille Tribe to

have a connection to the university and open up

doors for their future is a great need.

The i ncrease of jobs, both short-term and

|l ong-term w |l have a huge economc inpact. It
w || change the lives for generations. And | ask
you to support Alternate A this evening.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Heather Bartlette.
Pl ease unmut e yoursel f.

M5. BARTLETTE: Hello. | am Heat her
Bartlette. |I'mthe environnental specialist for
the Cow Creek Band of Unpqua Tri be of Indi ans.

As we will discuss in detail in our
witten comments, the DEIS relies on outdated

information. Mbst of the environnental analysis,
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studi es and reports that the DEIS relies upon were
perfornmed in 2015, seven years ago.

I wanted to address one exanpl e where the
outdated analysis inpacts the quality of the
environnental analysis in the DEIS. There is a
hi story of pesticide use in the area surroundi ng
t he proposed acti on.

On a nearby property, less than 500 feet
away fromthe site of the proposed action, high
| evel s of arsenic and | ead concentrati ons were
detected in conposite sanples. This may be because
there are hot spots of those compounds in the soil
t hat exceed ecol ogi cal screening values. In
addi ti on, DDE and DDT were detected at
concentrati ons exceedi ng the nost stringent
ecol ogi cal screeni ng val ues.

The DEI S recogni zes that the proposed
action has been expanded from 2.4 acres to 7.2
acres. However, the DEIS relies upon an
envi ronnental site assessnent perforned in 2012
W th a supplenental investigation perforned in
2015. In 2015 soil sanples were taken only from
the 2.4-acre site. It does not appear that any
addi ti onal soil sanples were taken on the other 4.8

acres. This would be inportant, particularly where
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there i s exposed soil.

If you do have representative sanples --
If you do not have representative sanples of your
entire site, then it is irresponsible to assune
t hat contam nants are not over the threshold.

H ghly contam nated runoff can be generated by past
| and uses where pollutant concentrations exceed
those typically found in stormater.

If this happens, a bioswal e would be
rendered ineffective. The slope of the property is
directed towards Bear Creek, which was listed as
needi ng t he devel opnent of an arsenic TMDL.

The potential oversight or the | ack of
anal ysis or sanpling of the additional acres of
devel opnent that are connected to the proposed
action could result in significant inpacts to the
environnent that will never be studied if they are
not studi ed now.

Lead arsenate is noderately toxic to birds
and aquatic invertebrate species. New research
shows that arsenic bioaccunulates in the liver and
ki dney of fish. Wen |ead arsenate is exposed to
air froma disturbance of soil, it is highly toxic
to humans if inhaled and is a known cancer-causi ng

cont am nant .
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At the best interests of worker safety,
environnental health and fish and wldlife health,
the Bl A should conpl ete additional sanpling of the
parcels not included in the 2015 suppl enent al
i nvestigati on. These sanpl es shoul d incl ude
conposite sanples to order to help identify hot
spots on the property.

This is just one exanple of where the
reliance on outdated docunments has negatively
I npacted the DEIS. The Bl A should require all of
t he underlying reports to be updated in order to
ensure that the full environnental inpact of the
proposed action is anal yzed.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Neal. Please unnute
yourself and state your full nane for the record.

M5. JONES: Hello. M nanme is Vera Jones.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you hear her

okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes, we can.

M5. JONES: Gkay. | am opposed to the
Coquilles building a casino in Medford. | have

been a resident of Jackson County, Oregon for over

ten years. | amalso a nmenber of the Cow Creek
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Band of the Unpqua Tri be of Indians.

If the Coquille want to build another
casino to make nore noney, then | feel the DEI S
shoul d anal yze a reasonabl e range of nongam ng
alternatives for them

Currently the DEIS focuses solely on
gam ng, and there are other ways for the Coquilles
to achieve their purpose of econom c devel opment
W t hout havi ng a negative inpact on the other
tribes.

The DEI S shoul d al so consi der whether this
proposal for a casino should be subject to the
two-part determ nation process. This would all ow
the BI A to consider whether the casino would be in
t he best interest of the surrounding comunity.

The traffic in Medford is al ready
congested, and crine is a major problem It is
possi ble that a casino would only add to these
pr obl ens.

| oppose this casino being built because
the State of Oregon has al ready established a "one
tri be, one casino" agreenment with the recognized
tribes in Oegon. |If the Coquilles are allowed to
di sregard this agreenment, that woul d open the door

for other Oregon tribes to do the sane.
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In the long run, this will be harnful to
all involved, including the Coquilles. As you
consider this decision, | urge you to closely
eval uate the concerns raised by the | ocal
communi ty.

Thank you very mnuch.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Ant hony Broadnan.

Pl ease unmute yoursel f.

MR. BROADMAN: Good evening. | am Ant hony
Broadman. | am general counsel for the Cow Creek
Band of Unpqua Tri be of |ndians.

Thi s proposed action would violate the
| ndi an Gam ng Regul atory Act, and the failure of
the DEIS to consider that illegality of this
project nmeans that the DEIS itself is irreparably
fl awned.

As Interior is aware, for Coquille to be
able to take advantage of the restored | ands
exception, Coquille's Restoration Act itself would
need to all ow or authorize Interior to take |and
into trust in Medford. But the Coquille
Restorati on Act doesn't do that.

In the DEIS, Coquille and Interior itself

concede this point. 1In Section 1.2 you state, "the
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acqui sition of the 2.4-acre site in trust pursuant
to the Secretary's authority under the |Indian
Reorgani zation Act..." |If that is true, then every
tribe can use the IRAto neet the restored | ands
exception.

O course, that would be absurd and it
woul d be inconsistent with both the letter of | GRA
and the intent of the Coquille Restoration Act, as
poi nted out by its authors, Senator Wden and
Represent ati ve DeFazi o, who have both stated
formally that "they did not intend the
establishnment of a nmulticounty service area for the
Coquille Indian Tribe in the Coquille Restoration
Act to supersede the requirenents of I GRA "

I would also note the irony of the BIA's
pl anned i nadvertent discovery plan, as you noted at
the outset of tonight's comments. It would be to
notify a tribe who is not the proponent tribe in
this proposed action. That alone illustrates the
il11-advised approach of the federal governnent in
this overall ill-advised schene to put a casino
where it doesn't bel ong under federal |aw.

Interior and Coquille both concede that
this single casino would harmall of Coquille's

sister tribes, sone to the tune of 27 percent of
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t heir governnmental revenue, revenue used for tribal
nmenber services |like foster care, elder support,
educati on, housing, social services.

Thi s process should be halted now It's
bad for tribes. It's bad for Oregon. It violates
NEPA. It violates | GRA

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Representative Wall en.
Pl ease unmut e yoursel f.

REPRESENTATI VE WALLEN: Good eveni ng.
Thank you for this tine. | am Representative Kim
Wallen. | represent the Cty of Medford in the
Oregon State Legislature, and | also sit on the
gaming conmttee that is an interimconmttee that
was put together by the speaker for -- it is a
joint commttee, so that neans Republicans and
Denocrats from both chanmbers of the | egislature.

W have been studying the issues about all
ganbling and gamng in the state for a nunber of
months. Al sumer we net. And | do want to make
one point clear fromthose heari ngs.

W asked nmultiple tinmes about the "one
tribe, one casino" policy, and it was made very

clear that that is nerely an agreenment or a
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st atenent made by indivi dual governors as they take
office, but that that's not witten policy
anywhere. |It's not statute. It is just the way
busi ness has been done, but it's not a true fornal
policy of the state. And | just want to clarify

t hat .

One of the other things that becane cl ear
in those conmttee hearings was that every tribe is
very different, and there is not agreenent anobng
the tribes about whether there should be one casino
or not.

Many tri bes are preparing for the
eventuality that there would be an ability for each
tribe to have nore than one casino. The Coquilles
are not the only tribe that are -- that is trying
for that.

And sone tribes want every tribe to have
every opportunity to devel op their econom c base,
while other tribes are definitely not in favor of
addi ti onal growh by sone of the smaller tribes.

So there's -- it Is not a zero-sum gane.
There -- it is not clear that additional casinos
are good or bad for other tribes. W just don't
have enough data on some of that.

Whien the Coquille first purchased the | and
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here in Jackson County, the City took a very
wai t - and-see attitude about how this was going to
go, because we -- that was their nexus to Jackson
County, sone nenbers and then buying that | and.

And honestly, they've been great partners.
The hotel they've built is beautiful. [It's a great
addition to our community. The Gty Manager, the
Gty Council have beconme quite connected to the
Coquille. They are in favor of growth, the Cty
is. The Gty has done their engineering studies on
traffic and on their best guess, which is pretty
educat ed, on | aw enforcenent needs.

And so | just want to say that the
Coqui | | e have been a great partner with the Cty of
Medf ord and in Jackson County since they got here,
and | wanted to correct the "one tribe, one casi no"
I dea.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Jeri Thonpson. Pl ease
unmut e yoursel f.

M5. THOWSON: (Speaking tribal | anguage.)
Can you hear me?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

M5. THOWSON:. (Good evening. Thank you
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for having this forumfor us. M nane is Jeri
Thonmpson. | amthe chairperson of the -- excuse
me -- Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation.

Tol owa Dee-ni' Nation is a sovereign,
federally-recogni zed Indian tribe. Qur reservation
| ands and community are | ocated approximately 110
mles fromthe site of the Coquille Tribe's
proposed ganm ng facility.

The adverse soci oeconom c effects on the
Tol owa Dee-ni' Nation are grossly underesti mat ed.
The nati on depends on revenues fromits Lucky 7
gamng facility to fund critical governnental and
soci al -wel fare prograns and services for our
citizens.

The nati on has sought to diversify its
econony, but for the inmediate future, we are
| ar gel y dependent on our gam ng revenues to fund
our governnent. Any reduction in revenues from our
gamng facility will be felt across a w de range of
governnental services. The welfare of our nation's
citizens is at stake here.

In the face of these real-world inpacts,
the draft EIS relies on an abstract nodel to assess
potential inpacts to our econony and people. The

nodel does not account for hunman behavi or and the
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many vari abl es that determ ne gam ng revenues.
The draft is untethered fromreality of

the inpacts we wll feel if a massive gam ng

facility is opened about 100 m | es away.
Illogically, the draft assesses the

i npacts to the Yurok and the Karuk gam ng

facilities as nmuch greater than the inpact to our

facility, even though our facility is closer to the

Coqui | | e proposed gam ng site.

| nexplicably, the draft does not reference

or analyze any denographic data for the community
that is the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation. There is no
gam ng nmar ket segnent identified for the Tol owa

Dee-ni" Nation anywhere in the background or

anal ysi s.

The conclusion that the effects on our
gam ng revenues Wwll be small is based on
specul ation that those effects will dimnish over

ti ne because of popul ation grow h and expandi ng
econom es at Tolowa. No factual support for this

specul ation is offered, and there is none. In

addition, what little information included is nore

than three years old. It is out of date.
As a result, it appears that the drafter

started with a preconceived result in mnd that a
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proj ect should go forward and concocted an anal ysi s
to support that outcone. The draft is biased in
favor of the Coquille gam ng project.

Second, we are concerned that the
potential inpacts to coho and Chi nook sal nbn in
Bear Creek have not been adequately identified or
assessed. The Tol owa Dee-ni' Nation relies on
sal non for food for its citizens and for cul tural
cerenonies. Qur know edge of the |lifecycles of the
sal nron bi nds our community and makes up our tri bal
identity.

The draft EI'S dism sses the potenti al
I mpacts to the sal non because Bear Creek is | ocated
wi thin the boundaries of the proposed gani ng
facility.

Those i npacts cannot be ignored sinply
because the inpacts fall outside that boundary.
NEPA requires an assessnent of the inpacts at the
proposed site and in the surroundi ng areas, which
was done for socioeconomc inpacts. The draft does
not include salnon habitat in the nodel ed baseline
of environnental conditions, so of course an
assessnent of inpacts will be skewed in favor of no
I npacts.

MODERATOR: Excuse ne. Chairnman, you have
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exceeded the three m nutes. Please concl ude your
comrent s.

M5. THOWSON:. Ckay. Thank you.
(Speaking tribal | anguage) for listening. Thank
you very much.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Joseph Carizio.

Pl ease unnute yourself.

MR CLARIZIO Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR CLARIZI O Thank you for letting ne
speak.

MODERATOR: Hi

MR CLARIZIO M nane is Joseph d ari zio.
| amthe director of operations from Medford for
Tri bal One, which is a business owned by the
Coquille Tribe. | oversee operations for the
tribe's properties here in Medford and particul arly
at the Roxy Ann Lanes, the site for the proposed
gam ng facility.

| have a bachel or of science in
| andscape/turf managenent at Oregon State
Uni versity. M career consists of the foll ow ng:
32 years of golf course operations, 20 years of

gol f course/sports field consultant. | amalso a
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certified arborist and 13 years as restaurant owner
and operator.

| oversee the golf course operations at
Bear Creek CGolf Course, which is next door to the
2.4 acres of the proposed ganming site. | am proud
to say that we exercise environnmental best
managenent practices at Bear Creek Golf Course,
along with all the other properties.

I have actively participated in the
practices of the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary
Program for over 25 years and are inpl enenting
those practices in our properties here in Medford.
We partner with the practices of the Bear C eek
Restoration Initiative.

M/ wife and | reside in Medford, O egon,
noved here four years ago fromthe Portl and area.
| have been enpl oyed by Tribal One for one and a
hal f years, and | can enphatically say the
foll ow ng about Tribal One: They have an
i ncredi bl e | eadership. They -- their | eadership is
denonstrated by their devoted commtnent to the
Medf ord community.

This is evidenced by their continued
I nvestment i n businesses such as seen in the new

Conpass Hotel, which has brought nore than 60 new
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jobs to the area.

This excellence is also seen in the
rei nvestnment in the Roxy Ann bowling alley, which
Is the site of the gamng center. This business
suffered the repercussions of loss in business due
to COVID. Tribal One is commtted to
reestablishing and giving famlies and residents a
nmuch- needed pl ace for entertai nnent as we invest
into this property.

They are commtted to kids, as they
partner with | ocal kid prograns and provide
opportunities for themto participate in bowing
and in golf. W see nultiple groups participating
on a daily basis.

The devel opnent of this small gam ng
facility would be another very positive investnent
to the Cty of Medford that denonstrates Tri bal
One's long-termcommitnent to this city.

Thank you for allow ng ne to speak.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Sue Steward. Pl ease
unmut e yoursel f.

M5. STEWARD: Good evening. Can you hear

MODERATOR: Yes.
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M5. STEWARD: Thank you.

I am Kat hl een Susan Steward. | am a Cow
Creek citizen nenber and tribal board nenber, and |
appreciate this opportunity to speak to you tonight
about the Coquille gam ng project. | am opposed to
the Coquille Tribe's building of a Medford casi no.

The tribe -- the Coquille Tri be does not
have ancestral ties to the Medford area. WMedford
is 180 mles fromthe Coquille Tribe's ancestral
territory.

This project is designed to benefit only
the Coquille Tribe and not the people of Medford or
the surrounding area. This project unfairly
benefits the Coquille Tribe at the expense of the
other tribes in the area. It severely inpacts --
It severely negatively inpacts the other tri bes.

The notice of intent was published in
2015. The Coquille Tri be has nmade significant
changes to the project since the notice of intent
was published. These changes include the scope of
work. The scope of the draft environmental i npact
statenent, the DEIS, needs to reflect the total 45
acres that the Coquille Indian Tribe anticipates
for this gamng facility project.

The draft EIS refl ects outdated
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information. Many of the cited reports are from
2016, and little effort has been nade to correct
this oversight. The few report revisions on record
were made in 2019 and are reflected in one- to

t wo- page updates. All reports need to be brought
to current because there have been many changes to
the project since 2015.

The draft EI'S shoul d consi der whether the
casi no shoul d be subject to the two-part
determ nati on process. This would allow the BIA to
consi der whet her the casino would be in the best
I nterest of the surrounding community.

It certainly is not in the best interest
of the Cow Creek Band of Indian Tribe. The
outdated reports in the draft EIS estimate that if
the Coquill e casino project gets approved, it wll
create a decrease of 25 percent to Cow Creek
gover nnent revenue.

| think it is inportant to state that the
cost of living has skyrocketed since COVID 19 hit
in 2020, with a 14.6 percent increase over the past
two years. This is only one factor that | eads ne
to believe that the 25 percent decrease which was
estimated in the DEIS for our tribal revenue is

very | ow.
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This decrease in tribal revenue woul d put
an unnecessary burden on the tri be and | ocal
services to neet the needs of our Cow Creek
citizens.

And in closing, | would just like to say
that the Coquille Tribe already has a casino. |
think that that's been brought out nmany tines
tonight. A second casino wll disrupt that
del i cate bal ance of gamng in the state of Oregon,
which is what that agreement with Oregon was about.
The construction of another casino will likely set
off a wave of gam ng expansi on across the state of
Oregon, which is not good for any of us.

So in closing, thank you for allow ng ne
this tine to share the reasons why | oppose the
Coquille Tribe's intent to build a second casino in
Medf ord, which is 180 mles fromtheir ancestral
area, which wll negatively inpact the economc
stability and sustainability of other nearby
tribes. This project should be declined.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Edward Metcal f.

Pl ease unmut e yoursel f.

MR. METCALF: Hello. Can you hear ne?
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MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR, METCALF:. H . M nane is Edward
Metcalf. | ama coll ege-aged tribal nenber of the
Coquille Indian Tribe. Thanks to the tribe, | was
able to get scholarships that all owed ne to pursue
a higher education at the Oregon Institute of
Technol ogy, where at the end of this week I wl|
have finished acquiring a bachelor's degree in
mechani cal engi neeri ng.

The tribe has also greatly helped ne in
health care. | was born extrenely premature and
nost |likely would have died if | did not receive
the quality of care that | was able to receive, in
| arge part thanks to the high-quality health care
that's offered by ny tri be.

As a young person who is about to start
his life officially, one thing that I am concerned
about is for the future of ny tribe. WII ny
children and nmy grandchil dren be able to experience
t he sane | evel of benefits that | was able to
receive? WII| they be set up for life as well as |
have been set up for life?

And the sinple fact is as the tribe's
popul ati on grows, the need for econon c devel opnent

will grow as well.
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| have worked at the tribal casino in the
past as a bell man, as soneone working in
housekeepi ng and working in the restaurants of the
casino. And | can speak from personal experience
that the tribe offers generous health care packages
as well as great 401(k) programs. The best 401(Kk)
prograns | ever received in ny work history was
when | was working for the tribe.

So not only is this good for the tribe,
but it's good for the surrounding area as well for
all the jobs it will provide for the people in
Medf or d.

I've also heard a | ot of people tal k about
"one casino, one tribe"; but this is just sinply
not the case in Oregon. The Coos Tri be, one of our
friends and nei ghbors in Coos Bay, they have two
casi nos. And when they nmade their second casino, |
don't renenber there being nearly as nuch
adm ni strative challenge on their part to make two
casi nos.

As all tribes in Oregon's popul ati on grow,
they nmust be allowed to economcally grow as wel |
in order to support their constituents.

Thank you for letting nme speak, and I'11

give up the rest of ny tine.
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MODERATOR: Thank you for your comrent.

The next speaker is Sue Kupillas. Please

unmut e yoursel f.

MS. KUPILLAS: Hello. This is Sue
Kupill as, a former county conmi ssioner in Jackson
County for 16 years.

When the first proposal for the Coquille
gamng facility came up, | net with the Coquille
Tribe a nunber of tinmes to tal k about what the
potential was and what the proposal was, but
concluded finally that | oppose putting another
casino -- putting a casino in Medford by the
Coquill e Tri be.

And there are several reasons for this,

but -- | live in Jackson County, but | also live in

the Gty of Medford. And | think that the EI S
underestimates the potential of crinme involved
around the casino. | think it underestimtes the
traffic inpacts and says that they will mtigate

all of those things.

But, you know, | -- having been in County

governnment, | know how prom ses are and what

happens really. So I think it's not a good inpact.

| believe totally in the idea of one

casino per tribe. The Coquille Tribe already has
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casino, the MI| Creek -- the MII|l Casino in Coos
Bay, and | think this opens the door for gam ng
facilities all over the state of Oegon. | don't
think that's who we are.

So | ooking at the inpact of the total
facility on the City of Medford, on Jackson County
and the idea that casinos will expand all over the
state of Oregon fromother tribes, | think that's
not who we are and that's not who we want to be.

I think "one tribe, one casino” is really
a good policy for the state of Oregon. So | am
opposi ng the casi no.

| have a nunber of other issues wth it,
but because the BI A has given such a short tine for
us to respond to this huge DEIS -- and quite
frankly, who has had tine to read the whol e thing,
ri ght?

So I think they are stifling participation
in responding to this current DEIS, and | think
t hat they have not consi dered updating the DEIS
wWwth the current plans fromthe Coquille Tribe. |
nmean, the Coquille Tribe has changed pl ans
dramatically fromwhen | net with them when | was a
County comm ssioner. So | think it all needs to be

updat ed.
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| have been totally involved wth federal
forest issues and all this kind of thing over the
years, and this is the nost rushed hearing | have
ever seen. And | have not had a chance to read the
whole DEIS. So | object to that also. It's
stifling participation in this process.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Mchael Brady. Please
unnmut e yoursel f.

MR. BRADY: Can you hear ne okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR BRADY: H . | am Mke Brady. | have
been a resident of Jackson County for the past
ei ght years, attended SOU and now operate ny
mar keti ng conpany here in the Rogue Vall ey.

Prior to noving back to Oegon, | was the
director of marketing for two different tribal
gami ng authorities in California, both of which
were at the time working to expand their facilities
to better provide for their nenbers, so this
process is sonewhat famliar to ne.

Looki ng at the draft EI'S, the proposed
mtigation nmeasures, the best nanagenent practices

and al so | ooking at the potential alternatives, it
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appears the Medford site is the one that is going
to achieve the intended purpose while still, you
know, maintaining the goal of having the | east
anount of environnental i npact.

Now -- and | have only been here for the
past eight years, but in that tine the consistent
t heme has been the Coquille Tribe naking really
every effort to be great community partners for
t hose of us living here in Jackson County. And,
you know, deepeni ng an already good rel ati onship
makes sense.

And quite frankly, you know, the nunber

of

career opportunities, both through construction and

staffing, would be fantastic for our comrunity.
So, you know, | would ask that we consider this
proposal .

Thanks for giving ne the opportunity to
contri bute.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Gary Mller. Please
unmut e yourself. Gary?

MR MLLER Okay. Am 1| com ng through?

MODERATOR:  Yes, you are.

MR MLLER Ch, good. Ckay.

I am opposed to this Coquille's building
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of the Medford casino. | live in Medford and --
wel |l over 30 years, and during that tinme | have

been i nvolved with many conmunity service

organi zati ons, past and present. And the Cow Creek

Tribe takes -- does not take a seat to any
organi zation that I have worked with as far as
support of the community.

And | just wanted to share anot her
observation. For this project, | don't have a

sense of any groundswell of community support for

it. And it -- 1 don't know. It just keeps --
doesn't go away. You know, the -- Medford does not
support this casino. And | just wanted to add that

along with all the other comments that have been
made.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conment.

The next speaker is Lorri Al bertson, if
you can pl ease unnute yourself.

M5. ALBERTSON: Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR: Yes, | can.

MS. ALBERTSON: My nane is Lorri

Al bertson. |'man enployee of the Cow Creek Tri be,

and | have been enpl oyed by them for the | ast 25

years. | am opposed to the Coquille building a
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casi no i n Medf ord.

The Cow Creek businesses provide jobs in a
regi on where findi ng good-paying jobs wth good
benefits are becom ng harder and harder to find. |
have been very lucky to have been supported by the
Cow Creek Tribe for the many years that | have
wor ked for them

| also was a single nother when | started
at the casino, raising two tribal children; and
t hey have hel ped them both succeed in everything
t hey' ve wanted to do.

The BI A and the Coquille will kill jobs
where they are needed nost.

That's all | have to say. Thank you for
your tine.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Jay ElIl enberger.

Pl ease unmute yoursel f.

MR. ELLENBERGER: Can you hear ne okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR, ELLENBERGER: Ckay. Thank you for the
opportunity.

My nane's Jay Ell enberger. | am an
enpl oyee of the Cow Creek Tri be.

I am opposed to the Coquille building a
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casino in Medford due to the negative inpacts to

t he casino and the Cow Creek Tribe and the
economcs that it supports. |If this
off-reservation casino is allowed to proceed, the
|l oss in revenues, |layoffs and | oss of wages and
benefits won't just hurt the Cow Creek conmunity,
but the entire econonm c econony of the Douglas and
Jackson County.

Cow Creek is anpng the | argest enpl oyers
in our region. The Cow Creek Tribe supports the
tribe and nontribal famlies and nei ghbors with
j obs and social services along wth grants.

The Bl A should not be choosi ng an
of f-reservation casi no over the established
reservation sites that we have today.

Thank you for the opportunity.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Geg Lenhouse. Pl ease
unnmut e yoursel f.

MR. LEMHOUSE: Good eveni ng, and thank you
for letting ne testify tonight on this inportant
I Ssue.

My nane is G eg Lemhouse. | ama 27-year
resident of Jackson County, including spending ten

years on the Ashland Gty Council.
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I have witnessed the Coquille Indian Tribe
invest in this comunity for the past decade and go
t hrough this process, which has been incredibly
long and a long tine coming. | enthusiastically
support their application for the casino.

Il think it is inportant to recogni ze the
i nvestnents that the Coquille have made in this
community that go far beyond sinply witing checks.
This is an investnent in jobs, and it can be seen
in the area where the fires raged through here just
a few years ago. They have built a wonderful hotel
and have brought real jobs to this area.

I think it's also inportant for anybody
interested in the facts to go back and | ook at the
records. Look at the recent decision by the
interimgam ng conmttee in the | egislature which
spoke clearly that there is no "one tribe, one
casi no" policy. The fact is there are several
tri bes seeking additional casinos. The Coquille
are nerely one of them

And let's also keep in mnd that this is
Wthin the footprint of a current bowing alley.
This is not a large project. This will not
overwhel mthe services of the Gty of Medford. The

Gty of Medford has an outstandi ng police
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departnent, and | have no doubts they will be able
to respond accordingly to any incidents or issues
t hat vi deo-gam ng machi nes nay have wthin the
current bowing alley footprint.

There are currently several areas in the
Cty of Medford where people can enjoy video gam ng
and has not caused the problemthat sone nay want
others to believe.

| think it's also really inportant to
understand that this is an issue that should lie on
the community nenbers of Medford. |If people are
afraid of conpetition, the best answer to that is
to conpete, to provide a better product, a better
servi ce than your conpetitors.

We know that our econom c system here in
this country relies on that. And when conpani es
conpet e, when organi zati ons conpete, communities
are better off, just like the Gty of Medford w il
be.

| also want to leave listeners with this
fact, that in 2022 the Jackson County- Medford
Chanber of Commerce recogni zed the Coquille I ndian
Tri be as one of the outstandi ng enpl oyers of the
year. That cones fromthat type of investnent in

our community.
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And | believe that providing nore jobs,
nore opportunities in our community sinply nakes
our community a better place; and, therefore, |
ent husi astically support the application for the
Coquill e I ndian Tri be.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Lorri Al bertson.

Pl ease unmute yoursel f.

MR. RAIDER Can you hear ne now?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR RAIDER [|I'msorry. | got the link
from sonebody, fromny friend.

My nane is Richard Raider. 1'ma resident
of Dougl as County, Oregon, and | am opposed to the
proposal of having the casino put in Medford by the
Coquill e Tri be.

The Coquille Tribe are 172 mles from
their tribal headquarters to where they want to put
a casi no.

The Coquille Tribe has consistently shown
they do not respect |ocal conmunities. As example,
in -- ten years ago the Coquille Tribe was sued by
the Gty of North Bend Police Departnent for

failure to pay their agreed-upon fees and charges.
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Then the Coquille Tribe entered an
agreenent with the Gty of North Bend to do
t ax-revenue-sharing for a hotel. They then reneged
on that contract also. They use their tri bal
sovereignty to get out of the agreed-upon contracts
and agreenents.

This will hurt tribal and nontri bal
communities in rural Oegon. The Bl A should not be
choosi ng an off-reservati on casi no over sever al
other facilities in the region. They have a casino
t hey can expand in the Coos Bay area where their
tribal populations live, work and thrive.

Even estimates show that this additional
casino is going to just separate and nove noneys
around while not bringing any real, |asting jobs.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your conments.

The next speaker is Ray Martin. Please
unnmut e yoursel f.

MR, MARTIN. Good evening. M nane is Ray
Martin. | ama citizen of the Tol owa Dee- ni
Nati on, and | am opposed to the Coquill e casino.

| believe the EISis flawed. It doesn't
fully exam ne the inpacts on ny tri be.

My tribe struggles to provide basic
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services to its tribal nenbers. Qur tribe only has
one very snmall casino that has | ess than 350
machi nes, while the Coquille Tribe operates a huge
casino in North Bend, Oregon that has a much | arger
footprint, much nore revenue.

| believe that this is an effort by
Coquille to skirt IGRA and not foll ow the two-part
determ nati on process, which they should have to
fol | ow.

Their doing this harns the community of
Medford; it harns the state of Oregon; and it harns
the other tribes, |like Tolowa, Yurok, Elk Valley
Rancheri a, Karuk and Kl amat h.

Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Allen Purdy. Pl ease
unmut e yoursel f.

MR. PURDY: Thank you.

My nane's Allen Purdy. | live in Jackson
County. | have lived here for 28 years, and |
support Alternate A and the econom c devel opnent
this project will bring to our region.

The | ocation of the proposed gam ng
facility in Medford is in a blighted strip of a

busy artery in our conmunity that has been
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negl ected for many, many years and is in desperate

need of redevel opnent.

The Coquilles recently conpleted a

beauti ful new hotel in the immedi ate area, so they

are already commtted to changing our community for

the better. They have many -- they have ot her
plans that will nicely conpl ement our very busy
basebal|l fields that are | ocated nearby as well.

The proposed site is not |arge enough to

support an enornous facility, only one that is just

bi g enough to be a big benefit to our |ocal

nei ghbor hood, our econony with constructi on jobs,
service and support jobs and consistent enpl oynent
for years to cone.

Again, this project wll spruce up yet

another | ot that has been in need of attention for

many years, and the construction revenue of --

estimated in the $25-plus-mllion range will end up

bei ng here for a very long tine.

There were sone comments about | ead,

arseni ¢ cont am nati on. That is all over the entire

vall ey due to its use as a fertilizer years -- for

decades in the pear orchards that covered the
valley. This -- the DEQ approves the renoval and

rel ocation to an approved dunp site here in the
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valley, and it's just compbn practi ce.

Pl ease add ny nanme to the all-in list in
support of the project and the Coquille Tribe all
t he way around.

Thank you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Rachel Tobias. Please
unmut e yoursel f.

M5. TOBI AS: Thank you.

My nane is Rachel Tobias. | am an
attorney for the Cow Creek Tri be.

I nmust respectfully disagree with
Representative Wall en's and ot hers' comments about
t he I ong-standi ng and wel | -established "one tri be,
one casi no" policy that does, in fact, exist in
Oregon. The CTCLUSI's | and was pre-1GRA, and the
second casi no they have is on reservation | and and
does not fall under this policy that we're
di scussi ng.

The "one casino, one tribe" policy appears
I n several conpacts between the State and the
tribes. Wile these conpacts reference C ass ||
gam ng, our witten comments will detail that the
di stinction between Cass Il and dass |1l gam ng

are becom ng obsol et e.
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The Coquille's own original conpact
explicitly stated that they could set up only a
tenporary casino while they built the MII| Creek
[verbatin] Casino and, | quote, "at no tinme wll
nmore than one gamng facility be open to the
general public under this conpact."

In fact, every single Class Ill conpact
bet ween the State of Oregon and the tri bes
explicitly limts themto one facility through its
"gam ng at another location or facility" clause.
Those cl auses all state, "The tri be hereby waives
any right it may have under | GRA to negotiate a
conpact for Cass IlIl gamng at any other | ocation
or facility,"” and that -- the waiver of that right
| asts for varying anounts of tine.

Sone conpacts call the limtation out
explicitly, such as the Warm Springs 2010 conpact,
whi ch states at Section 5C, "in accordance with
State policy to authorize only one casino per
tribe, the nine Cass Ill gam ng conpacts in the
State of Oregon each authorize only one Cass I11
casino per tribe." Several other conpacts al so
explicitly call out the one-casino-per-tribe
policy.

It al so appears in Governor Kitzhaber's
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stated policy and in his 2013 white paper, "Gan ng
in Oegon: A Position Paper.” It appears in a
2013 letter from Senators Wden and Merkley. It
appears in a letter from Governor Roberts of 2016.
It's reflected in Governor-el ect Kotek's statenents
this year to the G and Ronde Tri bes' newspaper
supporting the "one casino per tribe on reservation
| and"” policy.

Governor Brown alluded to the policy in a
letter in 2016, stating, "I believe that the State
should as a matter of policy resist the buil ding of
addi ti onal casi nos, because State support for even
a single nodest additional casino is likely to | ead
to significant efforts to expand gam ng across
Oregon to the detrinment of the public welfare.”

This statenent was expressly relied upon
by the Departnent of the Interior in 2020, when you
initially rejected the Coquille's off-reservation
casi no.

Clearly this policy exists in witten form
and has been the adopted policy of governors year
over year since gamng -- tribal gam ng began.
Nobody contends that it has been adopted by the
| egislature in statute. It is clearly the policy

of the State, the executive branch. Statenents to
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the contrary are m sl eadi ng and fal se.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Jacob Ansures. Pl ease
unnut e yoursel f.

MR, ANSURES: Hello. M nane is Jacob

Ansures. | am opposed to the Coquille buil ding of
t he Medford casino. | ama resident of Jackson
County. | have been a resident for 47 years, ny
entire life. | amalso a Cow Creek tribal nenber.

| appreciate you giving this opportunity to express
nmy opinion in this matter.

One of the reasons why | disagree with
this is because it's -- sonebody had nentioned it's
being built next to the fields that children play
on, you know, and casinos to ne are not sonething
that children should be | ooking forward to going to
when they're ol der.

Also, | would like to say that, you know,
nobody's tal king about all of the little
nom and-pop -- little ganbling places which wll
| ose noney.

And anot her reason | oppose this casino
being built is because the initial notice of intent

for the casino was published in 2015. The Coquille
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| ndi an Tri be has nmade significant changes to the
proj ect since then, and the scope of the project
has changed. The scope of the DEIS shoul d be
changed to reflect the entire devel opnent that they
intend to build.

Anot her reason | oppose this casino being
built is because the State of Oregon has already
established a "one casino, one tribe" agreenent.

| al so oppose the casino being built
because | feel the information in the DEIS is
outdated. Many of the reports are from 2016, and
there has been very little done to update the --
these reports. All of the reports should be
updat ed, as there have been many changes in the
world in the | ast six years.

| appreciate your guys's opportunity to
speak and |l et you know ny feelings on this. Thank
you.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Melissa Cribbins.

Pl ease unnute yourself.

MS. CRIBBINS: Good evening. M nane is
Melissa Cribbins, and | have been a Coos County
Comm ssioner for the |ast ten years.

| amtestifying tonight to express ny
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support for Alternative A of the draft EIS for the
Coquille Tribe's proposed casino in Medford.

They say that past behavior is the best
predi ctor of future behavior; and as a Coos County
Comm ssioner, | have worked with the Coquille Tribe
to pronbte econoni c devel opnent and job creation in
our area. They have been excell ent conmunity
partners and have invested countless mllions of
dollars in our region. They have denonstrated
their concern and their interest in econonc
devel opnent in our area as well as for the economc
wel fare of our citizens.

The casino al so serves as a gathering
poi nt and as an emergency evacuation facility,
which is, of course, not required but is a huge
benefit to the community.

I have no doubt at all that the Coquille
Tribe will also be excellent community partners for
t he Jackson County area.

Mark Twai n once said that the truth --
sorry -- that a lie can get hal fway around the
worl d before the truth can even get its pants on.
The statenent about "one tribe, one casino"” is that
sort of statenent.

Thank you for your tine.
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MODERATOR:  Thank you.

The next speaker is Tabbitha Mataya.
Pl ease unnute yourself.

MS. MATAYA: Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

M5. MATAYA: (Good.

So ny nane is Tabbitha Mataya. | have
wor ked for the Cow Creek Tribe for a collective of
28 years. | started with themwhen | was 16 years
ol d.

| have -- in the mdst of ny career have
been able to devel op nyself professionally as well
as socially. The tribe has provided nmany different
programs for us.

The Cow Creek Tribe has provided a | ot of
support in the community. |In 1997, when we were
established as a gamng facility, as stated, we
have given over $30 mllion to our community, and
this is strictly on casino revenues. And these
casi no revenues nake our CASA, housi ng, our
homel ess peopl e, nany of the services that we
provi de t hrough t he Dougl as County possi bl e.

Wth the Medford casi no bei ng established,
it would take a ot of this financial revenue away

fromour comunity that hel ps devel op our conmmunity
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as a whole. | amvery nuch so opposed as to all of
this because we're hurting -- you would hurt -- the
Bl A and the Coquille Tribe would hurt our charities
and our social services that we provide throughout
our entire community.

And | need to let it be known that the Cow
Creek Tribe has been very successful in our own
ancestral territory. W devel oped our casino in
our seven counti es.

And | et that be known that, yes, it nay be
an argunent, that one casino, one tribe, but it
makes sense. The State of Oregon is a very snall
state, and if we were to allow all tribes, the nine
tribes, to devel op nore than one casi no, we would
be hurting a |l ot of revenues for all tribes
coll ectively, not just ourselves.

I amvery much so opposed to this.

Thank you so nuch for your tine.

MODERATOR: Thank you for your comrent.

The next speaker is Ron Doan. Pl ease
unmut e yoursel f.

MR, DOAN: This is Ron Doan. Can you hear
me okay?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

MR. DOAN. Ckay. Good.
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Well, first of all, good evening. And
t hank you so nuch for allowng this opportunity.
W very nuch appreciate it.

| ama community advocate for all of
Sout hern Oregon. | amvery nuch opposed and
encourage your rejection of this casino project
proposal for the Coquille Tribe.

' mnot sure why we are considering this
DElI S agai n, since the prior adm nistration,
Departnent of Interior already has opposed the
Coquille Tribe building a casino in Medford. The
State of Oregon, Cty of Medford, Jackson County

have all gone on record in opposition to this

Coqui l Il e casino in Southern Oregon, specifically in

Medf or d.

The Coquille Tri be does not have ancestral

ties, no history with the Medford comunity and

Jackson County. They are now and have al ways been

a coastal community with no historical ties to
Jackson County.

I'mal so very nuch aware of the
I nvol venent and support fromthe Cow Creek Tribe

and its Cow Creek Foundati on hel pi ng hospitals,

school s, children's services, elder care, colleges,

uni versities -- many, many nonprofits of all sizes.
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And Cow Creeks have been helping themto build a
stronger econony and a stronger community.

So at this tine | ask for you to reject
this project once and for all.

Thank you so nuch for your tine.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

If there is anybody el se who would like to
speak, please raise your hand or by pressing star 9
if you are joining by phone.

The next speaker is Gail Hatcher. Please
unnut e yoursel f.

MS. HATCHER: Can you hear ne?

MODERATOR:  Yes.

M5. HATCHER  Thank you.

My nane is Gail Hatcher; and | amvice
chair for the Klamath Tri bes, which is made up of
three distinct tribes: the Klamath, the Mdoc, and
t he Yahooskin. And | would like to say that the
Kl amat h Tri bes are opposed to a casino in Mdford
by the Coquille Tribe.

A casino in Medford woul d be devastati ng
to our tribe here in Klamath County. That casino
woul d cause a | oss of enploynment, not only to
tribal nenbers, but to nontribal as well. The

Kl a- Mo- Ya casi no enpl oys a nunber of people, and

83

BARKLEY

PUBLIC MEETING Court Reporters



© o0 ~N oo o b~ w DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © O N O O M W N B O

shoul d we have a conpeting casino just on the other
side of the nmountain, it would be devastating.

Kl amat h County has a very hi gh poverty
| evel , and enpl oynent is very difficult to cone by
within our area. This would inpact our prograns
that the tribe currently offers to its tri bal
nmenmbers. The Klanmath Tri bes al so have experi enced
devastating fires as well.

| hate for us to conpare area to area, but
these are the things that are going to be inpacted
should this casino be built over in Medford. It's
not fair to pit tribe against tribe, especially
when sone tribes are in a very rural area. Casinos
can benefit comunities, but we don't want to, in a
sense, tear each other down just trying to hel p our
own conmuni ties.

We need to stay in our own area. The
Klamath Tribes is less than 100 mles fromthe
proposed area, and | think Coquille would do best
to stay within their own tribal areas and do what
they can do on the coast.

I too would li ke to request that we have
nore tine to ook at this and prepare our
st at ement s.

And just to say again, Klamath Tri bes
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opposes this casino.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

The next speaker is Katrina Potter.

Pl ease unmut e yoursel f.

M5. POTTER Yes, hi. M nane is Katrina
Potter. | am an enpl oyee of the Cow Creek Tri be.

I am opposed to the Coquille Tribe
buil ding a casino in Medford. Cow Creek businesses
provi de both jobs and significant support to ny
community. |If this off-reservation casino is
all owed to proceed, the |ayoffs and | oss of wages
and benefits won't just hurt Cow Creek, but it can
hurt the entire econony of Douglas and Jackson
Counties. Cow Creek and its businesses are anobng
the | argest enployers in our region.

This won't just harm Cow Creek. It wll
hurt the charities and social service providers who
rely on Cow Creek for support.

| am opposed to this.

Thank you.

MODERATOR: Thank you.

If there is anybody el se who would like to
speak, please select the "Rai se Hand."

The next speaker is Ma Mirphy.
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M5. MURPHY: Hello. M nane is Ma
Mur phy, and | am an enpl oyee of the Cow Creek
Tri be.

| oppose the build of the Coquille casino
for a few reasons.

You know, | just think that building a
casino -- giving themthe, you know, perm ssion to
build a casino 150 mles away fromtheir -- where
their reservation is |ocated just opens up a |ot of
I ssues for how and where casinos will be built
going forward in the State of O egon.

And | think the Coquille Tribe has the
ability to explore other econom c devel opnent
opportunities, just |like every other tribe. And I
just don't think this is the direction that the
State of Oregon wants to go in by starting this --
setting this precedent.

And so | do oppose this, and thank you for
your tine.

MODERATOR:  Thank you.

Again, if there's anybody who would |ike
to speak, please raise your hand.

MR, HAUG  Good eveni ng, everyone. This
Is Brian Haug, BI A regional scientist. This

concl udes the public portion of our neeting.
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Renenber that witten coments on the
draft EI'S are due on February 23rd, 2023, and we'l|
be hol di ng a second hearing on January 31st, 2023,
at 5:30 p.m Pacific.

Thanks again for your participation in the
NEPA publ i c process, and have a nice eveni ng.

(Wher eupon t he proceedi ngs were
concluded at 7:52 p.m)

---000- - -
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COURT REPORTERS CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) ss.

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCI SCO )

I, Balinda Dunl ap, hereby certify:

I ama duly qualified Certified Short hand
Reporter, in the State of California, hol der of
Certificate Nunber CSR 10710 issued by the Court
Reporters Board of California and which is in full
force and effect.

I amnot financially interested in this
action and amnot a relative or enployee of any
attorney of the parties, or of any of the parties.

| amthe reporter that stenographically
recorded the testinony in the foregoing
proceedi ng and the foregoing transcript is a true

record of the testinony given.

Dat ed: January 12, 2023
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